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Abstract

When W. M. F. Petrie published the results of his archaeological fieldwork at Naqada in 1895, he included a single map
on which over 2,200 tombs are shown at a tiny scale, with most left unnumbered. A series of sketch-plans included
among the pages of excavation notebooks preserved at the Petrie Museum, UCL, are all presented here in facsimile and
compared with the published plan of the cemeteries. Together with other occasional notes, they provide the basis for a
new, digitised, searchable, and zoomable map of Naqada’s cemetery N (Great Cemetery), B, and T. These cemeteries are
also re-situated in their landscape using freely accessible aerial images, since most of this archaeological area has been
destroyed and is today under cultivation.

This article demonstrates the usefulness of thoroughly analysing manuscript documents written during excavations
to correct and supplement published material; this approach can be applied to other archaeological sites.
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1 Introduction

In the late nineteenth century, several archaeologists and Egyptologists published excavation reports within
months of concluding their work at a given site. This allowed a wealth of new data to be disseminated rapidly.
William Matthew Flinders Petrie was an early advocate for the scientific recording of all archaeological en-
deavours, and the extensive reports he published are testament to his dedication to a new way of considering
archaeology. He, like several of his colleagues, often complemented their descriptive essays and analysis with
maps, plans, photographs, and drawings, giving an overview of the sites, architecture, and material culture
examined.

While these reports were crucial for the rapid development of the field, they allowed limited time for
thorough consideration of all details, leading to inevitable omissions and errors. These shortcomings have
often never been corrected since; yet, as this article demonstrates, when archival material produced by the
excavators while excavating is preserved, there is huge potential for enhancing our knowledge on these sites
investigated over a century ago. For example, the contents of notebooks can be compared with published
information to highlight differences, while modern technologies, such as aerial images available freely online
can help suggest precise locations for ancient sites while shedding light on the modern history of these areas
and on the impact on heritage caused by the development of agriculture, roads, electric grids, canals, and
expanding population and settlements.

To demonstrate the usefulness of both archival material and modern technologies, this article focuses on
the archaeological joint mission that took place during the winter months of 1894-95, when Petrie, James
E. Quibell, a few colleagues and a team of Egyptian workmen took part in the most significant archaeolo-
gical expedition ever carried out in the Upper Egyptian region of Nagada (Figure 1). They surveyed a four-
kilometre-long stretch of land on the west bank of the Qena bend of the Nile (PETRIE et al., 1896: pl. IA) and
excavated at several locations, including numerous cemeteries, a temple, and settlement areas. Quibell was
in charge of investigating the northern part, nearer the villages of ed-Deir and Ballas on behalf of the Egypt
Research Account, while Petrie and his team worked further to the south, nearer the village of Naqada. Ever
since the publication of the excavation report (PETRIE et al., 1896), the sites became eponymous with these
two villages, despite the actual distance between the former and these modern settlements (Figure 2).

In modern Egyptological literature, ‘Nagada’ is commonly used to denominate the Upper Egyptian culture
and different phases of the chronology of the fourth Millennium BcE (HENDRICKX, 1996; HENDRICKX, 2006;
M. DEE et al.,, 2013; M. W. DEE et al.,, 2014) thus becoming one of the most famous predynastic sites. How-
ever, very few attempts have been made in the last century at revisiting the original, preserved, excavation
documentary material. Elise J. BAuUMGARTEL (1970) and later Joan C. PAvyNE (1987) are the only researchers
to have tried to list exhaustively all artefacts found during this excavation that are preserved in museums. This
list and its corrections are organised in a tomb-by-tomb manner, with references to some of the notebooks
that had been found at UCL shortly before Baumgartel’s publication (BAUMGARTEL, 1970: 6).

Recently, renewed interest in the general region of Naqada, and in particular in the work carried out by
Petrie and his colleagues, led to a new publication (STEVENSON & vanN WETERING, 2020) that investig-
ates several aspects of the sites and adds new, original records that greatly enhance our knowledge of the
expedition.

The present article focuses on the archaeological work done by Petrie and his team at the cemeteries of
‘Naqada’. There, in the course of just over two months, more than 2,300 burials dating to the Predynastic
and Early Dynastic periods were excavated in what was then considered four cemeteries (Figure 3): the Great
Cemetery (or Cemetery N, after Naqada, here subdivided in four areas I-1V, at least 2087 tombs), Cemetery B
(named after Kom Bilal, at least 148 tombs), Cemetery T (named after the two tumuli investigated nearby, at
least 70 tombs), and Cemetery G (likely named after Bernard P. Grenfell, see below). These necropolises are
spread over more than one kilometre along the edge of what was, in the late nineteenth century, still a low
desert landscape free of agricultural and settlement developments.
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sites investigated by Petrie in 1894-95 is indicated by the red square. Image courtesy of Google Earth,
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5F SFTVMUT PG UIF XPSL BU /BRBEB XFSF QVCMJITMFE'RVBNMBSIMZ U
"MUIPVHIPGBIJHITUBOEBSE GPS UIF UJNF UIJT NPOPHSBQIIBSEMZ N
BSDIBFPMPHJDBMREOERBWRPVS OCAHFVOGPSUVOBUF TIPSUDPNJOH PG UIF
ESIWFOCZUIFOFDFTTJUZUPLFFQ QSJOUJOHDPTUT EPXO JTUIFTNB
UPNCT BSFDSBNQFEPOBTJOHMF QMBUF BU UIF FOE PG UIF CPPL XJUI
1"¢ ""FU BM QM -9997* A4FWFSBMNGTHBLFTITEBWF CFFBOPNBDBZ
UPNCT XFSFOPUESBXOBUBMM

5lF NBJO BIJNT PG UIJT BSUJDMF BSF UISFFGPME 9STU UP SF TJUV!
DIBOHFE MBOETDBQF TFF4FDUJPO TFDPOE UPQVCMJTIBMMJOGP:S
PSHBOJTBUJPOPGUIFGPVS/BRBEBDFNFUFSJFT BOEUPP8FSBOFX E.
4FDUJPO BOEUIJSE UPQSFTFOUBMMUIFLOPXO SFGFSFODFTUP /BI
QVCMITIFESFQPSUT NVTFVNBSUFGBDUT BOEBEJHJUBMNBQ JOBDI
4AVQQMFNFOUBSZ*OGPSNBUJPO

"EEJUJPOBMMZ XF SFWJFXFE BMM BWBJMBCMF JOGPSNBUJPO SFMI
(B XIJDIIBEOPUCFFOJOEJDBUFEPO UIFQVCMJTIFE QMBOTFB@EMINB QT
QMT * -9997* 8FDBOEFUFSNJOFUIBUUIJTDFNFUFSZXBTSMILFM.
BOEMPDBUFEFMTFEXIFSFUIBO QSFWIPVIMZIVHHETUFEBHTFF 4FC
DPOWSBS"¢C” "ebHeji™” OPUF 'JOBMMZ XFBOBMZTFBTFUPGUPI
NJT OVNCFSFEEVSJOHUIF FYDBWBUJPO BOE DBO EFUFSNJOF UIBU UII
/IBRBEB 4FDUJPO

5lF OFX EPXOMPBEBCMFCEI®%WIGRPENBWBMMPXT UP FBTIJMZ 90E UIF |
IPQFUIBUJU XIJMMIFMQ SFTFBSDIFSTJOCFUUFSUBLJOHJOUPDPOTJE
DISPOPMPHIDBMEFWFMPQNFOUPGUIFDFNFUFSJFT PSUIFTQSFBE PC
UIBOIBTCFFOQPTTJCMFVOUJMOPX 8IFUIFSBUPNCJTMPDBUFEPO UI
BUPNCFYJTUTJO FIJUIFSUIFPSJHIJOBM FYDBWBUJPO EPDVNFOUT UIF
CFFBTIMZGPVOEPVUGSPNUIFFYIBVTUJWF DFOUSBMJTFEUBCMF 4V
*OGPSNBUJPO

S5IFDFNFUFSJFTPG/BRBEB MBOETDBQFBOE TFUUJOH

"NPEFSO EBZ USBWFMMFS WJTJUJOH UIF SFHJPO PG /BRBEB XPVME C
QPTTJCMF UP SF MPDBUF UIFDFNFUFSJFTFYDBWBUFE CZ 1FUSJF BO
JOQBSUEVFUPI1FUSJFRTEFDJTIJPOUPOBNFUIFDFNFUFSJFTBQFSUIF
ulBO PUIFS MPDBMJUJFT TVDIBT ,PN#JMBM 5VLI PSFM ,IBUUBSB 'JH
TFWFSBM BSDIBFPMPHIJDBMBSFBTDPNQMJDBUFTUIFNBUUFS *OEFFE
BMSFBEZMFEJOWFTUJHBUJPOTJOUIJTSFHIPOBOEFYDBWBUFEJO

P/BRBEBR GSPNUIFFQPOZNPVTWJMMBHF MPDBUFEJOUIFBSFB "MUII
OPU SFDPSEFE BOE SFNBJOT VOLOPXO JU XBT MJLFMZ UP UIF TPVUI P
BEEFE XIFO +BD RVET U FYDBWBUFEBOFBSMZ SPZBM NBTUBCE
BEJSBFSFOUBSFB XIJDIIFBMTP DBMMFE P/BRBEBR 5P IJTDSFEJU UIF
/IBRBEB BOE OFBSJU TP UIBUIJTVTFPGUIFOBNF XBTDFSUBJOMZ NPS
PGUIFSPZBM NBTUBCB IFMQEEDMESJIGZ UIBDEIJINBEIBBEDFOU QVCMJID
OFXMJHIUPOUIFEFOTFBSDIBFPMRHIDBMIE&TERBSZ'IJCHUIF SFWIPWBCMF

QBSUMZ SF:FDUFE JO 'JHVSF

"1JHI SFTPMVUJPO WFSTJPOPGUIJTNBQDBOCFEPXOMPBEFEBU I1UUQ O9MFT JOU |
WIJTJUJOH1FUSJF@'JH QEG 'VUVSFSFTFBSDINBZBEE GVSUIFSDPSSFDUJPOTBOE
EBUF WFSTJPO PG UIJTEJHJUBM NBQ UIBUDBOCFEPXOMPBEFEBUIUUQT QPOEB P!
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'JH OWFSWJIJFX PG UIFDFNFUFSJFTFYDBWBUFEBU/BRBEB VOEFS 1FUS.
BOE $FNFUFSZz# JOSFMBUJPOUPOPUBCMF MBOENBSLT TVDIBTU

PG/VCU UIFUBSNBD BOE MPDBM SPBET BOE UIF JSSJHBUJPO DBO
NBQ
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'JH 4BUFMMJUFJINBHFSZTIPXJOHUIFHSBEVBM BHSIJDVMUVSBM SFDME
DPVSUFTZ PG &04 %BUB "OBMZUJDT *OD

51 JT BSUJDMF GPDVTTFT FYDMVTIWFNMZ PBO& B SFB" XRPSLFE CZ 1FU
TVHHFTUDBMMJOHUIJT BSFBR/VCUR UP BWPJEDPOGVTJIPO XJUIPUIFS
BODFPG1FUSJFRT90OEJOHT UIBUHBWF UIFOBNFJUT QSPNJOFOU QMB
UIFQSFEZOBTUJD DISPOPMPHZJT UFSNFEBDDPSEJOHUPUIJT TJUF X
GPSUIFDFNFUFSJFTFYDBWBUFECZ1FUSJF *ODMVEJOHBNBQUIBUD
SFMBUJPOUP PUIFSTIJUFT QSFWFOUT GVSUIFSDPOGVTIJPO 'JHVSF

5lF QSFTFOU EBZ MBOETDBQF CFBST MJUUMF DPNQBSJTPO XJUI UIF
JOUIF XJOUFS PG U "UUIBU UJNF UIFDFNFUFSJFT XFSF MPDBUFE
GSPNUIF:PPEQMBJOBOE BHSEDBMUVSBMMBOE*" 3PVHIMZBDFOUVS
CviJMUPOBQBUIUIBUGPMMPXT XIBUVTFEUPCF UIF MINJU CFUXFFO
PO UIJT DBOBM BMMPXFE UIFJSSJHBUJPO PG UIF MPX EFTFSU XIJDI .
BHSJDVMUVSBM QVSQPTFT 4BUFMMJUF JNBHFSZ '"JHVSF TIPXTUIBL
JOUBDU VOUJM UIF MBUF RTUFBSMZ RTBUMFBTU XJUIQSFQBSBU
FBTUFSO FYUSFNJUZ PG UIF (SFBU $FNFUFSZ "SFB *7 GSPN *O
BDSPTT UIF TJUFJOBOPSUI TPVUI EJSFDUJPO NPTUMZ PWFS "SFB ***
*7 $VMUJIWBUFE 9FMET HSBEVBMMZ QSPHSFTTFE XFTUXBSE GSPN Ul
SIFZDSPTTFE JU JO Cz IBSEMZ BOZUIJOH SFNBJOFE PG UIF (SF
MPTU '"JHVSKE-«|DPOUS®EH BSFB XJUIRVFTUJPO NBSLTUJU SFNBJOT
XFSF GVSUIFSUPNCTDMPTFS UP P4PVUI5PX0OR $FNFUFSZ# UPUIFT
XFTU GSJOHF XBT DPWFSFE CZ9FMET *UBQQFBSTUIBU $FNFUFSZ 5N
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TJODF UIF MBUFTU TBUFMMJUF JNBHFT BWBJMBCMF PO (PPHMF &BSUI
PSIPVTFT 5ISFFIJHI WPMUBHF FMFDUSJD MJOFT GPMMPX B QBUI QB S
QZMPOTIBTCFFO FSFDUFE XJUIJOUIFDPO9OFTPGUIFDFNFUFSJFT W
XIFSFUPNCT/ U/ BOE PS/ U/ BSFMPDBUFE OUIFSBSFBTJOWFTUJ
TVSWIWFE UIFGPPUQSJOUPGUIFUFNQMF PG /VCUJTTUIJMM WJTJCM|
TUIJIMMTUBOEJOH JO FMFWBUJPO

5PUIFTPVUIPGUIF (SFBU $FNFUFSZBOE UP UIF XFTU PG $FNFUFSZ &
1"¢ ""FU BM UIFZBSF MPDBUFEJOBOBSFBUIBUIBTTP GBS FTL
JT WFSZVTFGVM GPS PVS QVSQPTF EFTQJUF UIF SFDFOU JOUSVTJPO
NBQ TIPXTUIBUUIFTFUXP UVNVMJBSFMPDBUFEJNNFEJBUFMZ UP UIF
UPNCT/ U/ PGUIF (SFBU $ENFUFSZBMSFB* QM *" 60GPSUVOBUFMZ
UPBWFSZMBSHF TDBMF BOEUIFUVNVMJ XFSF OPU JODMVEFE
TDBMF TP UIBU JO FTTFODF UIFTF NBQT BMPOF BSF OPU IFMQ((
"SFB *JO SFMBUJPO UP UIF UVNVMJ JO UPEBZRT MBOETDBQF )PXFWF
TV;DJFOUSFTPMVUJPOUPTIPXUIFUVNVMJ JEFOUJ9BCMFBT UXP SPV(
EVH CZ 1FUSJF XJU1JO UFRINBNMFF "QQSPYIJNBUFMZ N UP UIF OI
DBO SFDPHOJTF B HSPVQ PG FMFWFO IPMFT 5IFZBSF MPDBUFE CSPBE
FYUSFNJUZPG"SFB* "OPWFSMBZPGUIFQMBOPG "SFB*BOEUIFBFSJE
PSJFOUBUJPO CFUXFFO UPNCT/ U/ BOEUIFHSPVQPGIPMFT 51JT BM
UIFHFPHSBQIJDBM QPTJUJPO PG UPNCT / U/ 'JHVSF 1FUSJFRT TLJ
JUJT UFTUIJNPOZ UP IJT NBQQJOH BCIJMJUZ UIBUUIJT QBSU PG UIF QM
#Z FYUFOTJPO JUDBOCFBTTVNFEUIBUUIFSFTUPGUIFUPNCTESBXO
MPDBUJPOT TP UIBUUIF PUIFSBQQSPY UPNCT PG UIFDFNFUFSJF
MBOETDBQF CZ MPPLJOHBU UIFJS SFMBUJPO UP UPNCT/ U/ 'JHVSF

5IFDFNFUFSJFTPG/BRBEB VTJOHBSDIJWBM NBUFSJBM UP FT

*UIBT BMXBZT CFFO DMFBS GSPN 1FUSJFRT QVCMJITIFE SFQPSU BOE N
JOBTJOHMF TFBTPO DPWFSFE TFWFSBM DFNFUFSJFT 5IF FYDBWBUP.
$FNFUFSZ# BOE $FNFUFSZ5 TFFCFMPXGPS $FNFUFSZ( *OUIFTFDP
NBOVTDSJQU EPDVNFOUT XFSF EJTDPWFSFE BU UIF 1FUSJF .VTFVN PC
TFUPG FMFWFO FY D BYWSUWWPROCPAUIFOPFIFTBOE IJT DPMMFBHVFT +BNFT L
%VODBO BU/BRBEB>TFF"$# H GPSBEFUBMWMFE'NM:]JTid TBEBCMF SIFO I
UPNC XBTEFFNFEXPSUIZPGEFUBJMFEBUUFOUJPO JUTUPQ QMBO XBT
BSPVHIPVUMIOF PQFO XJUIUIF QSFDJTF NFBTVSFNFOUT XSJUUFO EF
TIPXO UPHFUIFS XJUIBSUFGBDUTDPOTJEFSFECZ1FUSJFUPIBWFCFF
CZUIFGSFRVFOUQMVOEFSJOHPGUIFUPNCT S5IFUFBNBMTP PQFO XS
UIBUPB8FSBEEJUJPOBMEFUBIJMTBCPVUUIFEJTDPWFSFENBUFSJBM BC
SIFTFEBUBIBWF CFFO NBEF BWBJMBCMF  TFWFSBM ZFBSTBHP CZ UIF 1]
UIFZIBWFZFUUPCFBOBMZTFEUP UIFOF GVNMMPYUFOU BOE QVCMJTIFE

'PSUIFQVSQPTFPGUIJTBSUJDMF XFDPODFOUSBUF PO UXP TQFDJ¢

OWFSMBZJOH 1FUSJFRT NBQ PG UIF/BRBEB SFHJPO BOE (PPHMF&BSUIJIJNBHFSZ IPXFW

FEHFPGUIFIJHIEFTFSUQMBUFBY OPUBCMZ UIFTFNJ DIJSDVMBS GFBUVSFVQTUSFB
LNUPP GBS UPUIF XFTU

51SPVHIPVUUIJTBSUJDMF TQFDJO9D FYDBWBUJPO OPUFGEHPWHUP BSE CE G FSIEFESY © X NI

ulBU FBDIGVMM JOWFOUPSZ OVNCFS JODMVEFT UIF QSF9Y 1." 8'1 CFGPSF UIF O

OPUBMMUIFJS QBHFT BSF GVMMZ QSFTFSWFE TP UIF QBHF OVNCFST JOE/XDBUFE IF
Q
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