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Abstract

When W. M. F. Petrie published the results of his archaeological fieldwork at Naqada in 1895, he included a single map
on which over 2,200 tombs are shown at a tiny scale, with most left unnumbered. A series of sketch-plans included
among the pages of excavation notebooks preserved at the Petrie Museum, UCL, are all presented here in facsimile and
compared with the published plan of the cemeteries. Together with other occasional notes, they provide the basis for a
new, digitised, searchable, and zoomable map of Naqada’s cemetery N (Great Cemetery), B, and T. These cemeteries are
also re-situated in their landscape using freely accessible aerial images, since most of this archaeological area has been
destroyed and is today under cultivation.

This article demonstrates the usefulness of thoroughly analysing manuscript documents written during excavations
to correct and supplement published material; this approach can be applied to other archaeological sites.1
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1 Introduction

In the late nineteenth century, several archaeologists and Egyptologists published excavation reports within
months of concluding their work at a given site. This allowed a wealth of new data to be disseminated rapidly.
William Matthew Flinders Petrie was an early advocate for the scientific recording of all archaeological en-
deavours, and the extensive reports he published are testament to his dedication to a new way of considering
archaeology. He, like several of his colleagues, often complemented their descriptive essays and analysis with
maps, plans, photographs, and drawings, giving an overview of the sites, architecture, and material culture
examined.

While these reports were crucial for the rapid development of the field, they allowed limited time for
thorough consideration of all details, leading to inevitable omissions and errors. These shortcomings have
often never been corrected since; yet, as this article demonstrates, when archival material produced by the
excavators while excavating is preserved, there is huge potential for enhancing our knowledge on these sites
investigated over a century ago. For example, the contents of notebooks can be compared with published
information to highlight differences, while modern technologies, such as aerial images available freely online
can help suggest precise locations for ancient sites while shedding light on the modern history of these areas
and on the impact on heritage caused by the development of agriculture, roads, electric grids, canals, and
expanding population and settlements.

To demonstrate the usefulness of both archival material and modern technologies, this article focuses on
the archaeological joint mission that took place during the winter months of 1894–95, when Petrie, James
E. Quibell, a few colleagues and a team of Egyptian workmen took part in the most significant archaeolo-
gical expedition ever carried out in the Upper Egyptian region of Naqada (Figure 1). They surveyed a four-
kilometre-long stretch of land on the west bank of the Qena bend of the Nile (Petrie et al., 1896: pl. IA) and
excavated at several locations, including numerous cemeteries, a temple, and settlement areas. Quibell was
in charge of investigating the northern part, nearer the villages of ed-Deir and Ballas on behalf of the Egypt
Research Account, while Petrie and his team worked further to the south, nearer the village of Naqada. Ever
since the publication of the excavation report (Petrie et al., 1896), the sites became eponymous with these
two villages, despite the actual distance between the former and these modern settlements (Figure 2).

In modern Egyptological literature, ‘Naqada’ is commonly used to denominate the Upper Egyptian culture
and different phases of the chronology of the fourth Millennium bce (Hendrickx, 1996; Hendrickx, 2006;
M. Dee et al., 2013; M. W. Dee et al., 2014) thus becoming one of the most famous predynastic sites. How-
ever, very few attempts have been made in the last century at revisiting the original, preserved, excavation
documentary material. Elise J. Baumgartel (1970) and later Joan C. Payne (1987) are the only researchers
to have tried to list exhaustively all artefacts found during this excavation that are preserved inmuseums. This
list and its corrections are organised in a tomb-by-tomb manner, with references to some of the notebooks
that had been found at UCL shortly before Baumgartel’s publication (Baumgartel, 1970: 6).

Recently, renewed interest in the general region of Naqada, and in particular in the work carried out by
Petrie and his colleagues, led to a new publication (Stevenson & van Wetering, 2020) that investig-
ates several aspects of the sites and adds new, original records that greatly enhance our knowledge of the
expedition.

The present article focuses on the archaeological work done by Petrie and his team at the cemeteries of
‘Naqada’. There, in the course of just over two months, more than 2,300 burials dating to the Predynastic
and Early Dynastic periods were excavated in what was then considered four cemeteries (Figure 3): the Great
Cemetery (or Cemetery N, after Naqada, here subdivided in four areas I–IV, at least 2087 tombs), Cemetery B
(named after Kom Bilal, at least 148 tombs), Cemetery T (named after the two tumuli investigated nearby, at
least 70 tombs), and Cemetery G (likely named after Bernard P. Grenfell, see below). These necropolises are
spread over more than one kilometre along the edge of what was, in the late nineteenth century, still a low
desert landscape free of agricultural and settlement developments.
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Map of Egypt with location of the region of Naqada in northern Upper Egypt. © IFAO, M. Gaber - D.
Laisney. Used with permission. Image adapted by the author.
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Bird’s eye view of the region between Ed-Deir in the north and Danfik in the south; the location of the
sites investigated by Petrie in 1894–95 is indicated by the red square. Image courtesy of Google Earth,
©Maxar Technologies, and CNES/Airbus, 2019.
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