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Context1 

On 29 May 1765 (8 Ẕi’l-hicce 1178), Meḥmed Ṭāhir Aġa, the chief imperial architect, 

submitted a report (taḳrīr) concerning an increasingly troublesome appointment 

relevant to his corps.2 Known as the muʿtemedlik (“authorized agentship”), this non-

hereditary position had long been filled by men selected by the imperial architects 

themselves. Some time ago, a certain ʿAlī had seized the post, and a stipend, for 

himself. Although ʿAlī wished to “go about” on official business alone, the imperial 

architects had objected, insisting that he be accompanied by a man of their choosing. 

When ʿAlī then died, leaving behind three children, Meḥmed Ṭāhir Aġa arranged for 

the deed to pass to them. Yet this act of compassion came to haunt him, especially 

once the “wicked” mother of one of the three boys became involved. In response, he 

proposed revoking the sons’ hereditary appointment, to which Muṣṭafa III agreed on 14 

June 1765 (24 Ẕi’l-hicce 1178).  

An earlier report (with marginal notes) – also penned by Meḥmed Ṭāhir Aġa, but 

during the first month of his second term – provides further details and context.3 Here 

we learn that the muʿtemedlik occupied by ʿAlī was associated with the carpenters of 

Istanbul (neccārān ṭāʾifesi). Also, ʿAlī, whose full name was ʿAlī b. Meḥmed, assumed 

the position in 1746 (1159). Although he did so “without proper appointment” (bilā 

taʿyīn), a deed of appointment (berāt) was issued in his name with the knowledge and 

involvement of the chief imperial architect at the time, el-Ḥāc Muṣṭafā Aġa, and the 

Bureau of Appointments (ruʾūs-ı hümāyūn).4 On 21 November 1763 (15 Cemāz ̱iye’l-

 

1  I am grateful to the anonymous reviewer, Gisela Procházka-Eisl, Ercan Akyol, and Himmet Taş-
kömür for their thoughtful and constructive feedback. 

2
  BOA, C.MF., 136/6792. Although he is not named, the report must have been written by Meḥmed 

Ṭāhir Aġa, who served as chief architect four times, first in an interim capacity in 1760, and then 
in his own right between 1763 and 1767, 1770 and 1774, and 1777 and 1784. See Mert Ağaoğlu, Hassa 
Baş Mimarları el-Hac Mustafa Ağa, Kara Ahmed Ağa ve Mehmed Tahir Ağa’nın Döneminde 
İstanbul’daki İmar Faaliyetleri (İstanbul: Cinius, 2018), 16, 20-21. 

3  Thank you to the reviewer for bringing this document, AE.SMST.III., 288/23122, to my attention. 
Meḥmed Ṭāhir Aġa’s second term began on 21 October 1763/13 Rebīʿü’l-āḫir 1177 (Ağaoğlu, 16). 

4
  El-Ḥāc Muṣṭafā Aġa served as chief architect during 1741-1748 and 1755-1757 (Ağaoğlu, 15, 20-22). 

On the ruʾūs-ı hümāyūn, see Recep Ahıshalı, “Ruūs,” 272-273 and Ünal et al., Başbakanlık Osmanlı 
Arşivi Rehberi, 69-74, 167. 
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evvel 1177), Meḥmed Ṭāhir Aġa’s request to transfer ʿAlī’s post to the surviving sons was 

approved, suggesting that ʿAlī may have served as a muʿtemed for almost twenty years. 

Both documents have been reproduced and translated below. Written in a 

remarkably vivid tone, the later report offers a rare view into the development and 

functioning of the imperial corps of architects from the perspective of a high-ranking 

insider. Read alongside the earlier document, it raises a number of questions. What 

duties, and benefits, did the post of muʿtemed entail? What did “going about” involve? 

Why did ʿAlī wish to do this alone and why did the imperial architects insist he be 

accompanied? Why did the disgruntled mother threaten to send a man of her own 

choosing around? While Ömer Lütfi Barkan briefly describes muʿtemeds as forming a 

large administrative staff involved in the construction of the Süleymaniye Mosque a 

century earlier – procuring materials and labor, potentially performing scribal duties, 

and perhaps profiting from commissions – the literature on muʿtemeds appears 

sparse.5 Given Barkan’s findings, one wonders whether the muʿtemedlik of ʿAlī’s time 

also involved procuring construction materials, labor, or documentation in exchange 

for fees. For now, this remains as speculation. What is clear is that a broader history of 

the muʿtemedlik remains to be written. 

 

Transcription 

I. AE.SMST.III., 288/23122 

 

Bihi 

Maʿrūż-ı ʿabd-i ḳadīmleridür ki // Āsitāne-i Saʿādetde vāḳiʿ neccārān ṭāʾifesi 

üzerlerine bilā taʿyīn muʿtemed olan ʿAlī nām kimesne fevt olub mutaṣarrıf olduġı 

muʿtemedliġi maḥlūl olmaġla // müteveffā-yı merḳūmuñ maḥlūlinden ṣulbī oġulları işbu 

bāʿiѕān-ı ʿarż-ı ʿubūdiyyet Meḥmed ʿĀrif ve Meḥmed Ṭāhir ve Meḥmed Emīn ḳullarına 

tevcīh ve yedlerine berāt-ı şerīf-i // ʿālīşān ṣadaḳa ve iḥsān buyurılmaḳ ricāsıyla pāye-i 

 

5
  Ömer Lütfi Barkan, Süleymaniye Cami ve İmareti İnşaatı (1550-1557), vol. 1 (Ankara: Türk Tarih 

Kurumu, 1972), 129-130. I thank the reviewer for this reference. 
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serīr-i āʿlāya ʿarż u iʿlām olındı ol bābda emr ü fermān devletlü ʿināyetlü sulṭānum 

ḥażretlerinüñdür // bende // Meḥmed Ṭāhir // ser-miʿmārān-ı ḫāṣṣa ḥālā  

Ṣaḥḥ // mūcebince ber-vech-i iştirāk tevcīh olınmaḳ // buyrıldı // fī 15 Cā [1]177  

 

Ḳaydı derkenār ola // ṣaḥḥ 

Ber-mūceb-i defter-i ḫazīne-i ʿāmire // muʿtemedlik-i ṭāʾife-i neccārān-ı İstanbul // be-

nām-ı ʿAlī bin Meḥmed ʿan ḳaṣr-ı yed-i Aḥmed tevcīh şode fermūde ber-mūceb-ı ʿarż-ı el-

Ḥāc Muṣṭafā // aġa-yı ser-miʿmārān-ı ḫāṣṣa ve ruʾūs-ı hümāyūn fī 24 Ṣ sene 1159 berāt 

dāde // fī 29 Ṣ sene-i minhu //  

bilā taʿyīn  

 

Muʿtemedlik-i mezbūr merḳūmuñ bilā taʿyīn üzerinde olub bā-ruʾūs-ı hümāyūn tārīḫ-i 

mezbūrde berāt-ı şerīf virildügi // defterde muḳayyeddür fermān devletlü saʿādetlü 

sulṭānum ḥażretlerinüñdür // fī 15 Cā sene 1177 // ṣaḥḥ 

 

Translation 

Bihi6 

Your longstanding servant submits that the individual named ʿAlī, who was, without 

proper appointment, muʿtemed to the carpenters within the Threshold of Felicity 

(Istanbul), has died. Since the post of muʿtemed that he occupied is vacant, it is 

requested that it be assigned to his biological sons (Meḥmed ʿĀrif, Meḥmed Ṭāhir, and 

Meḥmed Emīn), who are the reason for this humble petition, and that they be granted 

a noble deed of appointment, as an act of grace and favor. [This] was submitted and 

reported to the high throne. In that regard, the command belongs to His Majesty, my 

illustrious and gracious sultan.  

Your humble servant, Meḥmed Ṭāhir, current Chief Imperial Architect 

(Confirmed) 

 

6  An abbreviation of the basmala, meaning “in the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.”  
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In accordance [with the above], it is ordered that it be assigned jointly. 21 November 

1763. 

 

Let it be recorded in the margin: 

(Confirmed) 

According to the register of the imperial treasury: 

The muʿtemedlik of the carpenters of Istanbul was assigned to ʿAlī b. Meḥmed after 

Aḥmed relinquished the post, and in accordance with a petition by el-Ḥāc Muṣṭafā, the 

chief imperial architect. The Bureau of Appointments issued a deed of appointment on 

18 March 1746.  

23 March, of the same year. 

Without proper appointment. 

 

The aforementioned muʿtemedlik was the abovementioned individual’s without proper 

appointment. A noble deed of appointment was issued on the aforementioned date by 

the Bureau of Appointments. It is recorded in the register. The command belongs to 

His Majesty, my illustrious and gracious sultan. 21 November 1763. (Confirmed) 
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Facsimile 
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Transcription 

II. C.MF., 136/6792 

 

Miʿmār Aġa ḳullarınuñ taḳrīridür // fī 8 Ẕ 1178  

Ez-ḳadīm Āsitāne-i ʿAlīyye derūnında ḫāṣṣa miʿmārı olanlar ṭaraflarından muʿtemed 

taʿyīn eylediġi ādemīsi // geşt ü güẕār idegelmiş iken ʿAlī nām kimesne bir taḳrīb bir ḳaç 

akçe ḥazīne-mānde ile muʿtemedligi bilā // taʿyīn gendü üzerine berāt itdürüb Āsitānede 

gezmek murād eyledükde eslāflarum gendüsini // gezdürmeyüb ve māhiyye gendüye on 

altışar ġuruş virüb ve bir müddet daḫı gendüsi gezdükde yine // miʿmār-ı ḫāṣṣa 

ṭarafından maʿan bir ādem taʿyīn ile gezer iken mezbūr ʿAlī fevt olub üç evlādı ḳalub // 

muʿtemedlük evlāda ḳalur mevāddan degül iken bu ḳulları merḥameten üzerlerine berāt 

itdürüb ve cümle // ocaḳluları ittifāḳiyle be-her māh evlādlarına yedişer buçuḳ ġuruşa 

niẓām virilmiş iken bu ḳulları yine // merḥameten be-her māh on beşer ġuruş vekīli 

virmek üzre vaṣī ile ḳaṭʿ ve niẓām virüb on // aydan berü bu vechile rüʾyet olınur iken 

şimdi vaṣī-i mezbūr veṣāyetden ʿazl ve āḫar kimesne vaṣī // olmak ḥasebiyle üç nefer 

evlādınuñ birinüñ bir şerīre ʿavret vālidesi olmaġla ben be-her māh on // beş ġuruşa rāżī 

degülüm otuz ġuruş isterüm yāḫūd kendi ṭarafumdan ādem gezdürürüm deyü bu 

ḳullarını // küllü yevm taṣdīʿ ve senden rikāb-ı hümāyūna ʿarżuḥāl iderüm deyü nizāʿa 

taṣaddī ve nice gūne nā-bercā // kelimāta cesāret eyledügi maʿlūm-ı mülūkāneleri 

buyurılduḳda muḥdes olan muʿtemedlik-i merḳūm refʿ// ve ḳaydı terḳīn ancaḳ ḫāṣṣa 

miʿmārı olan ḳulları ṭarafından rüʾyet olınmaḳ bābında emr ü fermān ḥażret-i // 

veliyyü’n-niʿam-ı ʿālem efendimiz ḥażretlerinüñdür // 

Ṣaḥḥ // taḳrīri mūcebince muʿtemedlik-i mezbūr refʿ ve ḳaydı terḳīn // ve hidmet-i 

mezbūre aġa-yı mūmā-ileyh ṭarafından rüʾyet olınmaḳ // buyurıldı // fi 24 Ẕ [1]178 

 

Translation 

Report from the chief architect, their servant, 29 May 1765 

Since time immemorial, a muʿtemed appointed by the imperial architects would go 

about within the Sublime Threshold (Istanbul). By some contrivance involving a small 
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sum of leftover treasury funds, a certain ʿAlī made himself muʿtemed, securing a deed 

without proper appointment. When he wished to go about Istanbul, my predecessors 

did not let him do so on his own, and they paid him sixteen ġuruş per month. Going 

about for some time, still accompanied by a man appointed by the imperial architect, 

the aforementioned ʿAlī then died, leaving behind three children. While the position 

of muʿtemed has not been a hereditary one, we, your humble servant, arranged out of 

compassion for the deed to be made out in their names, and with the unanimous 

agreement of the corps, the children were to receive seven and a half ġuruş per month. 

Again out of compassion, we, your humble servant, concluded and arranged with the 

children’s legal custodian that fifteen ġuruş per month be paid via their agent. For ten 

months, it has been supervised in this way. Yet the aforementioned legal custodian has 

been dismissed and another has been appointed in their place, [and] the mother of one 

of the three children is a wicked woman who bothers your humble servant all day long, 

saying “I am not content with fifteen ġuruş per month, I demand thirty ġuruş or else I 

will send a man of my own around,” and who tries to provoke a quarrel, saying “I will 

submit a petition against you to the imperial presence,” and daring to utter all sorts of 

unseemly words. This being made known to His Excellency, it is for my patron, the 

world sovereign, to command whether this new [joint] muʿtemed appointment be 

revoked, the record stricken, and the role supervised by the imperial architect alone, 

who is His Majesty’s servant.  

 

Confirmed:  

In accordance with the report, I decreed on 14 June 1765 that the aforementioned 

[joint] muʿtemed appointment be revoked, the record be stricken, and the 

aforementioned role be supervised by the aforementioned agha. 
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Facsimile 
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