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Context’'

On 29 May 1765 (8 Zi'l-hicce 178), Mehmed Tahir Aga, the chief imperial architect,
submitted a report (takrir) concerning an increasingly troublesome appointment
relevant to his corps.” Known as the mu temedlik (“authorized agentship”), this non-
hereditary position had long been filled by men selected by the imperial architects
themselves. Some time ago, a certain ‘Ali had seized the post, and a stipend, for
himself. Although ‘Ali wished to “go about” on official business alone, the imperial
architects had objected, insisting that he be accompanied by a man of their choosing.
When ‘Ali then died, leaving behind three children, Mehmed Tahir Aga arranged for
the deed to pass to them. Yet this act of compassion came to haunt him, especially
once the “wicked” mother of one of the three boys became involved. In response, he
proposed revoking the sons’ hereditary appointment, to which Mustafa III agreed on 14
June 1765 (24 Zi'l-hicce 1178).

An earlier report (with marginal notes) - also penned by Mehmed Tahir Aga, but
during the first month of his second term - provides further details and context.’ Here
we learn that the mu temedlik occupied by ‘Ali was associated with the carpenters of
Istanbul (neccaran ta'’ifesi). Also, ‘Ali, whose full name was ‘Ali b. Mehmed, assumed
the position in 1746 (1159). Although he did so “without proper appointment” (bila
ta 'yin), a deed of appointment (berat) was issued in his name with the knowledge and
involvement of the chief imperial architect at the time, el-Hac Mustafa Aga, and the

Bureau of Appointments (ru us-1 hiimayun).* On 21 November 1763 (15 Cemaziye’l-

I am grateful to the anonymous reviewer, Gisela Prochdzka-Eisl, Ercan Akyol, and Himmet Tas-
komiir for their thoughtful and constructive feedback.

BOA, C.MF.,, 136/6792. Although he is not named, the report must have been written by Mehmed
Tahir Aga, who served as chief architect four times, first in an interim capacity in 1760, and then
in his own right between 1763 and 1767, 1770 and 1774, and 1777 and 1784. See Mert Agaoglu, Hassa
Bas Mimarlari el-Hac Mustafa Aga, Kara Ahmed Ada ve Mehmed Tahir Ada'min Déneminde
Istanbul’daki Imar Faaliyetleri (istanbul: Cinius, 2018), 16, 20-21.

3 Thank you to the reviewer for bringing this document, AE.SMST.III., 288/23122, to my attention.
Mehmed Tahir Aga’s second term began on 21 October 1763/13 Rebi ‘i’l-ahir 177 (Agaogluy, 16).
El-Hac Mustafa Aga served as chief architect durlng 1741-1748 and 1755-1757 (Agaogluy, 15, 20-22).
On the ru 'ts-1 hiimdytin, see Recep Ahishali, “Ruiis,” 272-273 and Unal et al., Bashakanlik Osmanh
Arsivi Rehberi, 69-74, 167.
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evvel 1177), Mehmed Tahir Aga’s request to transfer ‘Ali’s post to the surviving sons was
approved, suggesting that ‘Ali may have served as a mu temed for almost twenty years.
Both documents have been reproduced and translated below. Written in a
remarkably vivid tone, the later report offers a rare view into the development and
functioning of the imperial corps of architects from the perspective of a high-ranking
insider. Read alongside the earlier document, it raises a number of questions. What
duties, and benefits, did the post of mu ‘temed entail? What did “going about” involve?
Why did ‘Ali wish to do this alone and why did the imperial architects insist he be
accompanied? Why did the disgruntled mother threaten to send a man of her own
choosing around? While Omer Liitfi Barkan briefly describes mu ‘temeds as forming a
large administrative staff involved in the construction of the Siileymaniye Mosque a
century earlier — procuring materials and labor, potentially performing scribal duties,
and perhaps profiting from commissions - the literature on mu temeds appears
sparse.” Given Barkan’s findings, one wonders whether the mu temedlik of ‘Al’s time
also involved procuring construction materials, labor, or documentation in exchange
for fees. For now, this remains as speculation. What is clear is that a broader history of

the mu ‘temedlik remains to be written.

Transcription

I. AE.SMST.IIL., 288/23122

Bihi

Ma ruz-1 ‘abd-i kadimleridiir ki // Asitane-i Sa‘adetde vaki‘ neccaran ta'ifesi
lizerlerine bila ta‘yin mu temed olan ‘Ali nam kimesne fevt olub mutasarrif oldugi
mu ‘temedligi mahlul olmagla // miiteveffa-y1 merkumurn mahlulinden sulbi ogullart isbu
ba ‘isan-1 ‘arz-1 ‘ubudiyyet Mehmed ‘Arif ve Mehmed Tahir ve Mehmed Emin kullarina

tevcih ve yedlerine berat-1 serif-i // ‘alisan sadaka ve ihsan buyurilmak ricasiyla paye-i

Omer Liitfi Barkan, Siileymaniye Cami ve Imareti Insaati (1550-1557), vol. 1 (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih
Kurumu, 1972), 129-130. I thank the reviewer for this reference.
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serir-i a'laya ‘arz u i‘lam olindi ol babda emr i ferman devletlii ‘inayetlii sultanum
hazretlerintifidiir // bende // Mehmed Tahir // ser-mi ‘maran-i hassa hala

Sahh // mucebince ber-vech-i istirak tevcih ohnmak // buyrildi // fi 15 Ca [1]177

Kaydi derkenar ola // sahh

Ber-miiceb-i defter-i hazine-i ‘amire // mu ‘temedlik-i ta ife-i neccaran- Istanbul // be-
nam-1 ‘Ali bin Mehmed ‘an kasr-1 yed-i Ahmed tevcih sode fermude ber-muceb-1 ‘arz-1 el-
Hac Mustafa // aga-y1 ser-mi ‘maran-1 hassa ve ru ‘us-1 hiimayun fi 24 S sene 1159 berat
dade // fi 29 S sene-i minhu //

bila ta ‘yin

Mu ‘temedlik-i mezbur merkumun bila ta ‘yin iizerinde olub ba-ru us-1 hiimayun tarih-i
mezburde berat-1 serif virildiigi // defterde mukayyeddiir ferman devletlii sa ‘adetlii

sultanum hazretleriniiridtir // fi 15 Ca sene 1177 // sahh

Translation

Bihi®

Your longstanding servant submits that the individual named ‘Ali, who was, without
proper appointment, mu temed to the carpenters within the Threshold of Felicity
(Istanbul), has died. Since the post of mu temed that he occupied is vacant, it is
requested that it be assigned to his biological sons (Mehmed ‘Arif, Mehmed Tahir, and
Mehmed Emin), who are the reason for this humble petition, and that they be granted
a noble deed of appointment, as an act of grace and favor. [This] was submitted and
reported to the high throne. In that regard, the command belongs to His Majesty, my
illustrious and gracious sultan.

Your humble servant, Mehmed Tahir, current Chief Imperial Architect

(Confirmed)

6 An abbreviation of the basmala, meaning “in the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.”
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In accordance [with the above], it is ordered that it be assigned jointly. 21 November

1763.

Let it be recorded in the margin:

(Confirmed)

According to the register of the imperial treasury:

The mu ‘temedlik of the carpenters of Istanbul was assigned to ‘Ali b. Mehmed after
Ahmed relinquished the post, and in accordance with a petition by el-Hac Mustafa, the
chief imperial architect. The Bureau of Appointments issued a deed of appointment on
18 March 1746.

23 March, of the same year.

Without proper appointment.

The aforementioned mu ‘temedlik was the abovementioned individual’s without proper
appointment. A noble deed of appointment was issued on the aforementioned date by
the Bureau of Appointments. It is recorded in the register. The command belongs to

His Majesty, my illustrious and gracious sultan. 21 November 1763. (Confirmed)
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Transcription

I1. C.MF., 136/6792

Mi ‘mar Aga kullarinufi takriridiir // fi 8 Z 1178

Ez-kadim Asitane-i ‘Aliyye deruminda hassa mi‘man olanlar taraflarindan mu ‘temed
ta ‘yin eyledigi ademisi // gest U glizar idegelmis iken ‘Ali nam kimesne bir takrib bir ka¢
ak¢e hazine-mande ile mu ‘temedligi bila // ta ‘yin gendui tizerine berat itdiirtib Asitanede
gezmek murad eylediikde eslaflarum gendiisini // gezdiirmeyiib ve mahiyye gendiiye on
altisar gurus viriib ve bir miiddet dah gendiisi gezdiikde yine // mi‘mar-1 hassa
tarafindan ma ‘an bir adem ta ‘yin ile gezer iken mezbur ‘Ali fevt olub li¢ evlad: kalub //
mu ‘temedliik evlada kalur mevaddan degiil iken bu kullart merhameten tizerlerine berat
itdiiriib ve ciimle // ocaklular ittifakiyle be-her mah evladlarina yediser buguk gurusa
nizam virilmis iken bu kullar: yine // merhameten be-her mah on beser gurus vekili
virmek tizre vasi ile kat‘ ve nizam virtib on // aydan berti bu vechile rti’yet olinur iken
simdi vasi-i mezbur vesayetden ‘azl ve ahar kimesne vasi // olmak hasebiyle ii¢ nefer
evladinuri biriniini bir serire ‘avret validesi olmagla ben be-her mah on // bes gurusa razi
degiiliim otuz gurus istertim yahud kendi tarafumdan dadem gezdiiriirim deyii bu
kullarini // kiillii yevm tasdi* ve senden rikab-1 hiimayuna ‘arzuhal idertim deyii niza ‘a
tasaddi ve nice giune na-berca // kelimata cesaret eylediigi ma lum-1 miilikaneleri
buyurildukda muhdes olan mu ‘temedlik-i merkum ref// ve kayd: terkin ancak hassa
mi‘mart olan kullar: tarafindan rii’yet olinmak babinda emr i ferman hazret-i //
veliyyii'n-ni ‘am-1 ‘alem efendimiz hazretlerintindiir //

Sahh // takriri micebince mu temedlik-i mezbur ref* ve kaydi terkin // ve hidmet-i

mezbure aga-y1 muma-ileyh tarafindan rii yet ohinmak // buyunild: // fi 24 Z [1]178

Translation

Report from the chief architect, their servant, 29 May 1765
Since time immemorial, a mu temed appointed by the imperial architects would go

about within the Sublime Threshold (Istanbul). By some contrivance involving a small
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sum of leftover treasury funds, a certain ‘Ali made himself mu temed, securing a deed
without proper appointment. When he wished to go about Istanbul, my predecessors
did not let him do so on his own, and they paid him sixteen gurus per month. Going
about for some time, still accompanied by a man appointed by the imperial architect,
the aforementioned ‘Ali then died, leaving behind three children. While the position
of mu ‘temed has not been a hereditary one, we, your humble servant, arranged out of
compassion for the deed to be made out in their names, and with the unanimous
agreement of the corps, the children were to receive seven and a half gurus per month.
Again out of compassion, we, your humble servant, concluded and arranged with the
children’s legal custodian that fifteen gurus per month be paid via their agent. For ten
months, it has been supervised in this way. Yet the aforementioned legal custodian has
been dismissed and another has been appointed in their place, [and] the mother of one
of the three children is a wicked woman who bothers your humble servant all day long,
saying “I am not content with fifteen gurus per month, I demand thirty gurus or else I
will send a man of my own around,” and who tries to provoke a quarrel, saying “I will
submit a petition against you to the imperial presence,” and daring to utter all sorts of
unseemly words. This being made known to His Excellency, it is for my patron, the
world sovereign, to command whether this new [joint] mu temed appointment be
revoked, the record stricken, and the role supervised by the imperial architect alone,

who is His Majesty’s servant.

Confirmed:
In accordance with the report, I decreed on 14 June 1765 that the aforementioned
[joint] mu ‘temed appointment be revoked, the record be stricken, and the

aforementioned role be supervised by the aforementioned agha.
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