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Context

The folio 123a of the Ziibdetii'l-es ‘ar, registered in the Sehit Ali Pasa Collection of the
Siileymaniye Manuscript Library, contains a list of books. Some of these books belonged
to the early modern Ottoman ‘ilmiye curriculum. The list contains books that a certain
Veysi Efendi’s son lent to the one who took the note. Considering the author of the text
and the colophon, we can glean information on the identity of this person who made a
list and the book circulation among the early modern Ottoman ‘ulema. The author of
Ziibdetii'l-es ‘ar was Kaf-zade Fa’izi (‘Abdi’l-hayy) Celebi (1589-1622). It is the oldest
copy of the manuscript and was copied by Fa’izi’s close friend Nev‘i-zade ‘Atayi Efendi
(1583 - 1635) in 1624." These two were not only friends® but also members of the ‘ilmiye
class and the same literary coterie. The famous prose writer and judge Uveys Celebi, or
with his penname, Veysi (1561 — 1628) stayed in touch with this circle.?

Could this Veysi be the Veysi mentioned in the list? I argue that he could be the
one and his son lent these books to Nev‘i-zade ‘Atayi. My claim is based on three points:
1) These names were the members of the same literary and social circle;

2) The owner and copyist of the manuscript was Nev‘i-zade ‘Atayi;

3) There was a personal and literary relationship between Veysi and ‘Atayi.

The latter meant to write a parallel to Veyst's Diirretii’t-tac fi sireti sahibi’'l-mi rac.*
Besides, in ‘Atayr’s Hada ikii’l-Haka' ik fi Tekmileti’ s-Saka’ik some parts were directly
conveyed from Veysi.>

The booklist must have been written between 1628 and 1635, the dates of Veysi's and

‘AtayT’s deaths, considering the phrase “Veysi Efendi merham” (the late Veysi Efendi).

“istektebehii el-fakir [...] ‘Atayi es-sehir bi-Nev‘i-zade munfasilan ‘an kaza-i Hezargrad ‘afa ‘an-
huma el-‘iyad reb? hilal-1 sene 1033” (Kafzade Faizi. Ziibdetii'l-es ‘ar. Silleymaniye Yazma Eserler
Kitiiphanesi, Sehid Ali Pasa Koleksiyonu, 1877, 5a).

“sahib-i asar-1 makbale ‘Atayl merham ki sahib-i imzadur // bu nitishada hatt-1 nesta‘lik ile ol
mevazi' eyler kendi hatti ilediir // cami‘-i kitab ol Kaf-zade Fa’1z1 muhlis ‘Abdit’l-hayy Efendi // ile
mu asir olub anlar ile amizis tizerelerdiir” (Ibid, 5a).

Asli Niyazioglu, “The Very Special Dead and A Seventeenth-Century Ottoman Poet: Nevizade Atai’s
Reasons for Composing His Mesnevis,” Archivum Ottomanicum, 25 (2008): 221-31.

4 Bayram Ali Kaya, “Veysi,” TDV islam Ansiklopedisi, 2013, XLIII, 76-77.

> Nevizade Atayi, Hadd iku’l-Hak@'ik Fi Tekmileti’s-Saka’ik, vol. I-11, ed. Suat Donuk, istanbul: Tiirkiye
Yazma Eserler Kurumu Bagkanlig1 Yayinlari 2017, p. 1756.
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Transcription

Hala Veysi Efendi-i merhum mahdumu tarafindan fakirde emanet olan kiitiibdtir

Kamus ntisha-i Merhumun kamusi El-kavlii’I-me 'nts
celiledir tahriru bi-hattihi cale I-kamus
‘Uyunti’l-eser min Hayavani l-Cahiz Fayik el-luga
fi’s-siyer dort cilddiir cild 2 vakf
alindi cild
1
Fayik fi’l-hadis Fayik [...]-zadeden
vakf gelmisdiir

Gortilmek igtin geliib kalan kiitiibdtir

Nihaye-i Ibnii I-Esir El-Misbahti’I-Mtinir Havi li'l-Hasirt
fil-luga niisha-i celilediir | fi'l-luga katib Musli Celebi
“ 300
Mu inti 'I-Mtifti Mezcti 'z-Ziihur fi Vekayi i- | Diirretii 'I-Eslak
“ d-Diihur fi Devleti 'l-Etrak
cild cild
2 3
Serh-i Manttika [...] IT'-‘Allame Tarth-i Glizide
En-Nesefi [...]
Telvih Kit ‘a-i ahire-i Ravzatti'l- Kitab
“ Ahbab 11
cild-i evvel-i Ibn Hallikan iki cildde tamamdir Cild geldi [?]
3
14
1
15
Translation

These are the books that the late Veysi Efendi’s son lent to me and which I still have in

my possession.
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Kamus, it is a

Kamus®of the deceased

El-kavlii’I-me 'nts

beautiful copy by his handwriting ‘ale I-kamus
‘Uyunti 'l-eser From the Hayavani l- Fayik el-luga
fi’s-siyer Cahiz’ wagf
four volumes, volume 2 volume
was taken 1

Fayik fi'l-hadis®
vakf

Fayik, it has come from

[...]-zade

These are the books that came to be seen [but] remained in our hands.

Nihaye-i Ibnii 'l-Esir®
fi'l-luga, it is a
beautiful copy

El-misbahti I-mtinir®
fil-luga

Havi li-1-Hasiri"”
katib Musli Celebi
300

Mu nii’l-Miifti*

Mezcti 'z-ziihur fi vekayi®
ed-diihur

volume

2

Diirretti ’l-eslak
fidevleti l-etrak®
volume

3

Serh-i mantuka

[...] Ii’'l- ‘Allame

Tarih-i Glizide®

10

n

12

3

15

Probably Veysi Efendi’s Merace'l-bahreyn fi-ecvibe ‘ala-i'tirazati'l-Cevheri. See, Sensoy, Sedat: Veysi
(Uveysi b. Muhammed El-Alagehri) ve Eseri ‘Merace’l-Bahreyn’in Tahkiki, (MA Thesis) Konya:
Selguk University, 1995.

Kitab al-Hayavan, one of el-Cahiz’s books. See, Pellat, Ch., “al-Djahiz”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam,
Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs.
Consulted online on 17 January 2023 http://dx-doi-org.uaccess.univie.ac.at/10.1163/1573-
3912 _islam SIM 1935

Probably Zemahseri’s (d. 1144) work entitled el-Fayik fi garibi’l-hadis. See, Selman Bagaran, "El-Faik
Fi Garibil-Hadis", TDV islam Ansiklopedisi, https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/el-faik-fi-garibil-
hadis (17.01.2023).

Mecdii'd-din Ibnitl-Esir’s (d. 1210) dictionary on less common words and meanings occurring in the
Prophetic traditions, en-Nihaye fi garibi’l-hadis. See, Rosenthal, F., “Ibn al-Athir”, in: Encyclopaedia
of Islam, Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P.
Heinrichs. Consulted online on 17 January 2023 http://dx-doi-org.uaccess.univie.ac.at/10.1163/1573-
3912_islam_SIM 30904

el-Misbahu’l-miinir fi garibi’s-serhi’l-kebir li'r-Rafi i, Ahmed b. Muhammed FeyyamT’s (d. 1368-69)
dictionary on Islamic jurisprudence. See, Hiiseyin Elmali, "Feyytimi, Ahmed b. Muhammed", TDV
islam Ansiklopedisi, https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/feyyumi-ahmed-b-muhammed (17.01.2023).
el-Havi fi'l-fetava, Muhammed b. ibrahim Hasiri’s work on figh.

Mu ‘inii'I-miifti fi'l-cevab ‘ale’l-miistefti, Pir Mehmed Uskiibt’s (6. 161) work, in which his fatwas
were compiled. See, Siikrii Ozen, "Pir Mehmed Uskiibi", TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi,
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/pir-mehmed-uskubi (17.01.2023).

ibn Habib el-Halebi’s work on Mamluks. See, Siileyman Tiiliicii, "Ibn Habib El-Halebi", TDV Islam
Ansiklopedisi, https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/ibn-habib-el-halebi (17.01.2023).

Hamdu’llah el-Miistevfi’s work on history. See, Abdiilkerim Ozaydin, "Tarih-1 Giizide", TDV islam
Ansiklopedisi, https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/tarih-i-guzide (17.01.2023).
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En-Nesefi'* [...]
Telvih The last part of the Book
« Ravzatii’l-Ahbab" 1
the first volume of ibn two volumes in total volumes have come
Hallikan™

13

1

14

1

15
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I could not find information about the work and its author.

ibn Hallikan (d. 1282), the author of Vefeyatiil-a ‘yan. He was a historian, scholar and poet from
Arbil.

Ravzatii’l-ahbab fi siyeri’'n-nebi ve’l-al ve’l-ashab, Cemal el-Hiiseynt’s (d. 1521) work on the Prophet
Muhammed. See, Mehmet Aykag, "Cemal El-Hiiseyni", TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi,
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/cemal-el-huseyni (17.01.2023).
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Facsimile




