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Context

Tapu ve Kadastro Genel Midirliigi Tapu Arsiv Dairesi Bagkanligi, Tapu Tahrir Defteri
No. 13 (KGM\TADB\TTD\ooo13) from Ankara is a detailed (mufassal) Survey Register
(tapu tahrir defteri) for the sancaks of Klis and Krka, comprising 321 folia (the original
text breaks off after fol. 321b). On fol. 2a it carries the Tughra of Sultan Ahmed I. and the
following note by a later hand: hicri 1015 tarihidir (‘it is dated 1015H/ 1606-7’). On its front
cover it is described as mufassal-i liva™-i Klis mea Krka 475, Yeni No. 13. Several derkenars
from later periods (from as early as 1037H/1627: fol. 65b) include those on fol. 223b dated
19 Receb 1284H/ 16 November 1867 and on fols. 52b, 205b and 233a dated 19 Zilhicce
1285H/ 2 April 1869 which suggests that this is the mufassal defter-i cedid for the area in
question which was in administrative use over centuries right until the second half of
the 19th century.

The derkenar we are concerned with here can be found on fol. 257b. With its 27
lines it is one of the most comprehensive of its kind in this Survey Register. It highlights
the importance of a river crossing near the fortress of Knin situated on the strategically
important trade route which led from Banja Luka in Bosnia (seat of the Ottoman pro-
vincial government) towards the (Venetian) port cities of Zadar, Sibenik, Split and Trogir
(beyond the ‘Marches of the Padishah’ [ser-hadd-i padisahi]) and describes the urgency
for having a bridge constructed across Krka river below Knin fortress with a length of

360 zira (c. 270 metres). But when the inhabitants (reaya) of a number of villages north
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of Knin were ordered by imperial decree to construct the bridge, they replied that on
their own they would be unable to build the bridge, and instead submitted a petition to
have one of their local notables (ayan-i vilayet) together with two of his servants
(hademe) appointed as their ‘supervisor’ (nazir), who would assist them in whatever way
necessary. The three were duly allocated appropriate wages (vazife) by the Sultan,
whereas the villages in question were given extensive tax exemptions after completion
of the bridge across Krka river. On occasion of the new land survey (hin-i tahrirde) in c.
1604, the responsible officials, on producing their credentials, were given timars in ex-
change for their rations (ulufe) by imperial decree, and nazir Ibrahim the ‘freehold’
(serbestlik) of the bad-i hava levy from the villages in question, which were assured
special protection against anybody intent on violating their exemptions, such as emins
and voyvodas. Would there be any such attempt at violating their freedoms, they would
renege on their fiscal obligations by abandoning their homeland. All this was recorded

in the New Survey Register (defter-i cedid).
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Transcription

(1)  Hala emr-i hiima[yuJn-1 sa ‘adet-makrun ile Klis ve Krka sancaklart miiceddeden
tahrir oinmak ferman olindikda Krka sancaginda

(2) kal‘e-i Knin kurbinda nehr-i Krka iizerinde vaki‘ olan cisr-i sultani havass-i
hiimaytnin ortast yirinde Zadra

(3) ve Sibenik ve Ispilit ve Trogir ve Iskradin ve leb-i deryada olan nice iskelelere ve ser-
hadd-i padisahiye

(4) mdruar i ‘ubuariden ebna-yi sebilifi gazileri ve tevayif-i tiiccar ve sa'ir ehl-i kesb ii kar
ve ‘umumen vilayet ehalisinifi

(5) gegtidleri yirinde vaki‘ olub ve nehr-i mezbur ziyade ‘amik ve gayet bataklu mahall

oldugindan suyi dayim tugyandan



(6)

(7)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)
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hali olmayub kopriiden gayr bir hal ile ge¢tid virmedtigi ecilden ser-haddlar ve iskele
yollart képriistiz olmaga

mecal olmayub koprii olmayicak mal-i mirtye nige kesr ve ehali-i vilayete gayet
1ztirab sudurindan ahval-i mezbur vu-

ki 1 tlizere mukaddema der-sa ‘adete ‘arz olindikda bina ve ta ‘mir i¢iin girti Krka
sancagindan kal ‘e-i Knin kurbinda olan

karye-i Golubik me ‘a Bunye Vas ve Kumalik ve Blanice/Planci [cf. BOATD 284, fol.
1b] nam karyelerifi re ‘ayast nehr-i mezburda tulen ii¢ yiiz altrs zira

mikdar kendtilerinde kopri bina ve ta ‘mir ideler diyti emr-i ‘ali ile ferman olindikda
mezburlar yalfiz binasina kadir

olmadiklart ecilden sol sartiyla kabul iderler ki cisr-i mezburda ‘ayan-i vilayetden
olan fahri’l-a ‘yan

Ibrahim zide kadriihii iizerlerine iki nefer hademe ile nazir ola ve her hususlarina
mu ‘avin ve muzahir olmak tizere

binasina ihtiyar eyledikleri halleri bab-i sa ‘adete ‘arz olindikda mezbure nezarete
yazan ve emred hademe-i cisre kibel-i sultaniden

vazife ta‘yin olinub elleriye miite ‘addid evamir ve beravat-i padisahi virilmek
mezburlar dahi cisr-i merkiumi kema yanbagi

ve tekalif-i ‘6rfiyeden ve gilman-i ‘acemiyandan

ve niiztl ve begler salkunindan ve mir-i liva ve voyvodalar ve timena istihdamindan
ve lizerlerine limend ve agavat tayifesi

konub gog¢mekden ve ¢erahorlik hidmetinden mu‘af ve miisellem olmalarina
kendiileri ve nazirlari ellerinde hin-i tahrirde

milite ‘addid evamir-i serife irad (ibraz?) idiip ve hin-i tahrirde nazirlarina ve mezbur
hademe-i cisre kura-i mezbur Bosna

hazinesinden alageldikleri ‘ultifelerine bedel ferman-i ‘ali ile timar viriliip ve nazir-i
mezbur kura-i merkiime bad-i havasin serbest

olmak lizere timari icmalinde kayd olinup madamki kura-i mezbure ra ‘iyetlerinde

serbestlik (?) salb i siyaset
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(21) ve yahud kat-i ‘uzuv icab ider ahvali sadir olmiya timena(!)dan ve mir-i liva
voyvodalarindan bir ferd serbestilerine

(22) dahl ve ta‘arruz eylemiye ve hin-i tahrirde re ‘aya-i mezbure ve nice vilayet ehalisi
geliib i ‘lam eyledigin séyle ki vech-i

(23) mesrah iizere mu ‘afiyet ile ve serbestiyle isbu re ‘afyalyt himayet olinmiya ve
tizerlerine aher kimesne nazirlarindan

(24) gaynr girtip dahl idecek olursa mezbur re ‘aya ciimlesi béyle diinya ve ahirete ve mal-
i mirt ve ehali-i

(25) vilayete lazim ve nafi‘ hayri birakdiklarindan gayn yirlerin yurtlarin ve cizyelerin
climleten biragup giderler

(26) diyti ibra‘i (?) ‘I-hal ile i‘lam eyledikleri sebebden vech-i mezbur lizere husus-i
merkimelerden serbest

(27) ve mu ‘af ve miisellem olmak iizere defter-i cedide kayd olindi tabi -i Knin
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