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Context

The intelligence report from the Topkap1 Palace Museum Archive shared below (TSMA
E. 5873/1) provides insight into the interests, intelligence sources, and reach of the
Ottoman Empire. It contains the names of key players in Ottoman foreign policy
during the reign of Siileyman the Magnificent and covers a wide variety of themes. In-
terestingly, although it does not explicitly mention her by name, it contains
information about Mary, Queen of Scots. The archivists assigned the document the
date of September 7, 1566, the day Siilleyman passed away during the Siege of Szigetvar.
However, internal evidence suggests that the archive’s document date is incorrect.
Since the betrothal between Mary and Francis II occurred on April 24, 1548, the
Sublime Porte must have gotten the news in the latter part of that year. The
information shared in the document about the political climate in Europe also con-
firms the date I suggest.

The three decades preceding the mid-sixteenth century witnessed a significant
struggle between two great emperors, Siilleyman the Magnificent and Charles V. Both
claimed that their power was spread throughout the universe. Claiming that they were
the Sahib-kiran (universal ruler),” Romanorum Imperator (Emperor of the Romans),”
and Mehdi-yi ahir tiz-zaman (Messiah of the Last Age),” they engaged in an imperial
image-making duel. Although they never faced each other on the battlefield, they con-
tinually provoked each other by their actions. In this rivalry, naturally, information-
gathering activities were of the utmost importance. Consequently, intelligence became
an indirect yet pervasive form of conflict. Both emperors used espionage and intel-

ligence networks as a means of indirect conflict and a form of soft power against each

Tabakatii’'l-memadlik ve derecdtii’l-mesdlik, Istanbul, Istanbul University Library, Rare Books
Section, MS 5997, F 165b.

Gilru Necipoglu, “Siileyman the Magnificent and the Representation of Power in the Context of
Ottoman Hapsburg Papal Rivalry,” The Art Bulletin 71, no.3 (1989): 409.

Cornell Fleischer, “The Lawgiver as Messiah: The Making of the Imperial Image in the Reign of
Stileyman,” in Soliman Le Magnifique et Son Temps, edited by Gilles Veinstein (Paris: Rencontres
de I'Ecole de Louvre, 1992), 169. and, Angeles Jordano, “The Plus Oultra Writing Cabinet of
Charles V: Expression of the Sacred Imperialism of the Austrias,” Journal of Conservation and
Museum Studies 9, (2011): 14.
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other, collecting information on military affairs, internal and external political events,
and any other knowledge that might give them an advantage.*

Ottoman intelligence activities were not centralized but rather were closely tied
to the Ottoman kapus (households) in the early modern period. Besides the sultan’s
imperial government members in Istanbul, many other noble households were also in-
volved in espionage.’ In other words, information in the capital was not gathered solely
by the Sublime Porte itself, since the court received significant information from
various sources, including households of the Ottoman nobles. At the same time, the
Sublime Porte also urged its vassals (haraggiizars) and allies to share information with
Istanbul.® The “friends” of the Sultan, the French, and the Republic of Venice were
major suppliers of information to Ottoman policy-makers.”

The document under consideration is a translated intelligence report. It reveals
that the French resident ambassador in Venice wrote the report and dispatched it to
Istanbul, emphasizing the vital role of “friends” in Ottoman intelligence. While the
French ambassador authored the document, the Serenissima facilitated this flow of
information to the Sublime Porte. The French ambassador’s involvement underscores
the importance placed on intelligence provided by the French. The document must
have been delivered to the Ottoman court by the French ambassador in Istanbul,
Monsieur d’Aramon, who served in Istanbul between 1547 and 1553, and must have
then been translated into Ottoman Turkish by court dragomans. It includes the names
of the significant actors in Ottoman foreign politics during Sultan Siileyman I's reign

and covers a broad range of topics, such as the political actions of the French King

Gabor Agoston, “Information, Ideology, and Limits of Imperial Policy: Ottoman Grand Strategy in
the Context of Ottoman-Habsburg Rivalry,” in The Early Modern Ottomans: Remapping the
Empire, ed. Virginia H. Aksan and Daniel Goffman (Cambridge, New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2007).

Emrah Safa Giirkan, “Fooling the Sultan: Information, Decision-Making and the ‘Mediterranean
Faction’ (1585-1587),” The Journal of Ottoman Studies 45 (2015): 57-58.

Emrah Safa Giirkan, “Espionage in the 16™ Century Mediterranean: Secret Diplomacy,
Mediterranean Go-Betweens and the Ottoman Habsburg Rivalry” (Ph.D. diss., Georgetown
University, April 2012), 400-423.

7 Christine Isom Verhaaren, Allies with the Infidel: The Ottoman and French alliance in the Sixteenth
Century. (New York: I.B. Tauris, 2012): 39.
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Henry II (1. 1547-1559), the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V’s (r. 1519-1556) endeavor to
provoke the French monarch, France’s help to Mary, Queen of Scots, the Pope’s uneasy
position in the conflict, and King Ferdinand’s (r. 1521-1564) actions and his undercover
correspondence with Berata (Friar Giorgio Martinuzzi). Although the individuals
named in the document are frequently mentioned in sixteenth-century Ottoman
intelligence reports, archival documents, and chronicles, the mention of Mary Stuart is
extraordinary.

While the document does not reveal the name of the “daughter of the late
Scottish monarch,” it clearly refers to Mary, the only surviving legitimate child and
successor of James V Stuart. Mary, the infant Queen of Scots, had been betrothed to
the dauphin of France after her father’s death and sent to France, where she spent
thirteen years. The document includes details related to predominant themes in
Ottoman foreign policy, suggesting that including information regarding Mary serves a
purpose. The war of the Scotland-France alliance against the English crown, with Mary
at the center of the conflict, likely attracted the Ottoman government’s attention. To
summarize, TSMA E. 5873/1 not only contains significant intelligence but also reveals
the information the French considered necessary to report to the Sublime Porte, as

well as the sources of Ottoman intelligence, its nature, potency, and range.

Transcription

(1)  ‘arz-1 bende-i bi-mikdar budur ki Venedik’de sakin olan France elgisinden bu fakire
mektublar vasil oldi yazilali iki ay olmis

(2)  haberleri bunlardur ki France padisaht Peyamonte nam serhadden kalkub Liyon
sehri canibine tevecctih eyledi

(3) oradan Martgelyayr ve sair yarar kal ‘alarim geziib gérse gerekdiir ve Ispanya
serhaddinde olan ba ‘z-1 halk

(4) Ispanya igvastyla serkeslik idiib France padisahinuii ol canibde olan beglerine ve
hakimlerine ita ‘at

(5) eylemediler zira Karlo anlara ¢ok nesne adamagla kendiiye mayil itmek isterdi

France padisahinun tevecciih itdigi



(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

()

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)
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taraf ol canibe olub mezkur ta’ife am géricek boy baslarini génderiib gadrlarin
dileyiib kendtilerini France

padisahina tefviz eylediler ve Ingiltere elinden Iskotcya vilayetini halas eylemek-¢iin
mu ‘avenet eylemeye France padisahi

tonanma gondermigdi hayli fethler idiib halas eylemis heman bir kal ‘a kalmis ani
daht muhasara idtib almak tizerineymis

ve mezbiir Iskotcya vilayetiniifi krali miird olub bir kizi kalmisdi ol kiz France
padisahinun akrabasindan olmigsdi

Ingiltere krali ol kiz1 hattnluga almak murad idiiniib ol-vechle memleketi kaplamak
isterdi ol iimidini kat "

eylesiin deyii France padisahit ol kizi kendii memleketine gettirtdi Karlo France
padisahinun bu fiitahina

hased idiib Ingiltereye kuvvet-i kalb olsun France padisaht maslahatlarinda
muzayaka tizerine olsun

deyti Fiyandore canibine ytirtidi da’ima cehdi bu emn ti emanit bozmaga bir sebeb
zuhtura getiirmekdiir ki

kendiiden olmadi deyii behane eyleye ve Rim Papa Karloyla mukabele eylemek-¢tin
France padisahiyla ittifak eylemek murad idiniib

talib oldi amma France padisahi Karlo sikayet idiib ‘ahde muhalefet Franceden oldi
dimemek-¢tin ve yiice padisah

hazretleri haliya sefer-i hiimaytinda olmagin razi olmad: lakin Karlo kadir oldugt
kadar mu ‘ahedeye muhalif

France’ye ve dostlarina zarar eylemekden hali degildiir Rim Papa dahi bu ahvali
gortib ne-timid olicak Karloyla kendii

maslahatlarini bir vechle ber-taraf eyledi ki ma-beynlerinde eyii dostlik ve barisiklik
oldi ve dahi Ferandos Erdel vilayetinden olan

Beratayla mahfi megsveretler idiib Erdel vilayetin kendti eline getiirmege cehd ider
anlara hayli sehrler ve kal ‘alar teklif ider

Berata daht maslahata muhkem mukayyeddiir ve mezbur Ferandos Egri kal ‘asini ve

serhadde olan sayir kal ‘alarint muhkem berkitmek
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(21) tizerinediir ve Andreya Dori ciimle tonanmastyla Ispanya kralinufi oghm Italyaya
getiirmek-¢iin Bartgelona nam sehr
(22) limanindan gemiye koymaga gitmisdi bu giiz eyyaminda geliib erisse gerekdtir

haliya alinan haberler bunlardur.

Translation

It is the submission of this worthless slave that letters came to this poor [soul] from the
French ambassador who is resident in Venice. It has been two months since the letters
were written. They report that the French king departed from the frontier region called
Piedmont and headed for the city of Lyon. From there, he is expected to go to
Marseille and other prominent fortresses. Some people on the Spanish border
disobeyed the French king’s lords and governors there, for Charles had promised them
many things to cultivate their inclination towards himself. The direction the French
king is heading in is close to that border. When the abovementioned people saw the
French king, they sent their leaders to him, asked for his mercy, and ceased their
disobedience.

The French king had sent a fleet to help free Scotland from the English rule. [This
way]| he conquered and liberated many places, except one castle, which he is also about
to besiege. The king of Scotland had died, leaving behind one daughter, who is a
relative of the French king. The English king wanted to marry that daughter to take
over that country. To put a stop to his [the English king’s] wishes, he ordered that girl
to be brought to his realm. Charles was envious of the conquests of the French king
and marched toward Flanders to help the English and to hinder the affairs of the
French king. His [Charles’] goal is always to create a pretext to break the peace.

The Pope wished to side with the French king and requested this so as to oppose
Charles. However, the French king did not consent to this alliance, both because he
did not want to give a pretext to Charles for complaints about any French breach of
peace and because his majesty, the Supreme Padishah is on an imperial campaign.

Nonetheless, Charles never stops opposing the peace and harming France and its
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friends. The Pope, seeing this situation, lost hope, and hence he settled all his matters
with Charles, and a close friendship and peace arose between them.

Finally, Ferdinand had secret meetings with Frater, who is in Transylvania, and,
in an attempt to have the province of Transylvania delivered into his hands, offered
many cities and castles [to Berata and Hungarian magnates]. Frater also strongly
follows this policy. The same Ferdinand is strengthening the castle of Eger and other
castles on the border. Andrea Doria sailed to the port of Barcelona with his entire navy
to transport the son of the Spanish king to Italy. He should arrive this autumn.

This is the news that we have received so far.
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