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Context

The ferman presented below belongs to the monastery of Timios Prodromos in Veria
(Ottoman Karaferye). It is the only Ottoman document that has been found in the ar-
chives of the monastery." The document dates to a few years after the complete de-
struction of the monastery by Mehmet Emin Ebu Lubut Pasha in 1822 due to suspicions
that the monasteries in the area’® were collaborating with the rebels. In fact, this
document is in a sense a result of the failed revolution in Macedonia, which started in
1821, firstly in Halkidiki and then in the region of Olympus including Naousa (Ottoman
Agustos).* In order to suppress the revolutions in the wider region, Mehmet Emin Ebu
Lubut Pasha started out from Thessaloniki and after destroying some settlements in
Rumluk® (the wider region between Karaferye and Selanik), he defeated the rebels in

Naousa, in the Monastery of Panagia Dovra® (close to Veria), which he destroyed, and in

After extensive research in the Ottoman State Archives [T.C. Bagbakanlik Osmanl Argivi] an i lam
(BOA, C. ADL. 70-4194) was found about the rebuilding of the monastery. This document was
issued on the 24 of April 1838, 4 years after the issue of the ferman, which means that the i lam is
chronologically the last document in the licensing process for the rebuilding of the monastery.
There are no traces of this document in the monastery’s codex and further research must be done
in order to find out all the details of the document.

D. A. Papazes, «XUvroun iotopia tiig T. Movii¢ tod tipiov Tpodpdpou (Zxntn) Bepoiag» ["Brief
History of the H. Monastery of T. Prodromos (Skete) of Veria"], Nicolaus 1-2, 1998, 376-377 and T.
Xiovidng [G. Chionidis], «Ta yeyovéta €1 tnv meployrv Naovong-Bepoiag kard tnv Enavdotactv
tou 1822» ["The events in the area of Naousa-Veria during the Revolution of 1822"], MakeSovikd
[Makedonika] 8, 1968, 217-219.

There was an extensive network of monasteries along the Haliacmon river [ince Karasu nehri],
which were destroyed because there were groups of rebels in the area. For more details regarding
the monastery network see: M. X. Xatlniwdavvouv [M. C. Chatziioannou], H otopixrj e&éAién twv
ooy otnv meptoyrj tov Alwdkpova kard v Toupkokpatia. O kwdikag op. 201 g Movijg
Metapoppwoewg tov Zwtijpog ZdBopdag [The Historical Development of the Settlements in the area
of Haliacmon during the Ottoman period. The Codex no. 201 of the Monastery of the Transfiguration
of the Jesus in Zavorda], 2000.

4 B. C. Gounaris, "Macedonia" in P. M. Kitromilides, C. Tsoukalas (ed.), The Greek Revolution. A
Critical Dictionary, 2021, 232-247 and A. Tanootapatiov, @. Kotlayswpyng [D. Papastamatiou, F.
Kotzageorgis], Xti¢ mapupés tne Emavdoraong. Mia véa npooéyyion tov Aywva otn XaAkidiij pe Bdon
obwpavikd tekunpioxé vAik6 [On the outskirts of the Revolution. A New Approach to the Struggle in
Halkidiki based on Ottoman Documentary Material], 2021.

I. A. Mooyémouvdog [G. D. Moschopoulos], To Povpdotkt (Kauravia) kard v mpown kar péon
oBwpavokpartia (14° audvag - 1830) [Rumluk (Campania) during the Early and Middle Ottoman Rule
(14" century - 1830)], 2012, 206-232.

0. Maradwtog [T. Papazotos], «Movr tng Iavayiog Koukovuntpuwticoog tng Aeyopevng Aofpd»
['Monastery of Panagia Koukoumitriotissa of the so-called Dovra"], Iotopikoyewypagpixd
[Istorikogeografika] 3, 1991, 282.
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Kolindros, where in the wider region there was the Monastery of Panagia Makryrrachi,’
which he also destroyed. The latter two monasteries are similar cases to that of Timios
Prodromos as they scattered at the same time and were rebuilt relatively soon. There are
many other cases of rebuilding of monasteries that are much older and in other regions.®

This document was the most necessary one for the rebuilding of the monastery’s
main church (Katholikon) because it gives us information that we did not know until
now, such as the characteristics that the new building should have had and that a
question was put to the Seyhiilislam, who responded positively to the request for
reconstruction by issuing a fetva. Within the Greek Codex of the monastery, we found
the payment for the publication of the ferman, which cost 11,509 gurus,’ in the annual
budget of 1834, Before the ferman, the monks requested permission to build other
monastery buildings in 1825, but we do not know whom they approached. Then, in 1828,
a permit was issued by the Ecumenical Patriarchate,” which cost 1,274 gurus." This
ferman is the symbolic end of a document-issuing trail, and by combining Ottoman and
Greek sources we can trace a pattern for the licensing process for building Christian

places of worship in the late Ottoman world.”

A. A. TTaddng [D. A. Papazes], «H ocupperoxn tng L. M. Yrepayiag @gotdkov Moakpuppdyng otoug
aywveg tov Moakedovikoy EAAnviopov» ["The participation of the Holy Virgin Mary of Makryrrachi
in the struggles of the Macedonian Hellenism"], MakeSovikd [Makedonika] 44, 2020-2023, 212-214.
®. Kotlayswpyng, M. K. Zipwvonetpitng [F. Kotzageorgis, M. K. Simonopetritis], «ZupfoAr otnv
otopica tou kaBoAkoU g povrg Zipwvoretpag» ["Contribution to the History of the Catholic of
the Monastery of Simonopetra"], Awvikd Terpadia [Athonika Tetradia] 2, 2015, 45-84 and N.
To1Bixng, H. KoAoBdg [N. Tsivikis, E. Kolovos], «Manastir-1 San Dito: O kaBe8pikdg vadg tou Ayiou
Titov otov Xdvdaxa tg Kpitng péoo amd tig obwpovikég mnyeg» ["Manastir-1 San Dito: The
Cathedral of Saint Titus in Chandakas, Crete, through the Ottoman sources"] in T. KiousomotAov,
B. ®wokorov [T. Kiousopoulou, V. Foskolou] (ed.), Grata Dona: MeAéreg mpog tiurjv tng OAyag
T'kpdardiov [Grata Dona: Studies in honour of Olga Graziou], 2023, 521-565.

Codex of the Holy Monastery of Timios Prodromos - Skete Veria (1825-1922), 4v.

For a detailed transcription of the text see: I1. A. TTupwdg [P. D. Pyrinos], AvékSora éyypapa
agopdvra e tag Iepde Movdg Tiiov TTpodpduov (Zxijtn Bépoiag) ket MovrowdAng [Unpublished
Documents Concerning the Holy Monasteries of Timios Prodromos (Skete of Veria) and Moutsiali],
1975, 11-14.

Codex of the Holy Monastery of Timios Prodromos - Skete Veria (1825-1922), 14v.

R. Gradeva, "Ottoman policy towards Christian church buildings", Balkan Studies 4, 1994, 14-36.
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Transcription

[Tugra of Mahmud II] Mahmiid han bin ‘Abdiilhamid el-muzaffer da’ima

Kidvetii 'n-niivvabi l-miiteserri in Karaferye kazasi na’ibi Mevlana [ | zide ‘ilmuhtu ve
mefahirt l-emasil ve l-akran a ‘yan ve viicuh-1 memleket ve bi’l-ctimle is erleri zide kadru-
hi[mal] tevki -i refi -i hiimayun vasil olicak ma ‘lim ola ki Karaferye kazasina tabi  Bodrum
Manastiri 'nda ka’in Aya Yani Bodoromus Kilisesi dimekle ma ‘ruf bir bab Rum kilisesiniin
ctidran ve sakfi miirur-1 zaman ile mtisrif-i harab oldigina bind’en ta ‘miri husus: karye-i
mezbiire re ‘ayasi tarafindan niyaz ve istirham olinmis ve ma ‘rifet-i ser le lede ’l-mu ‘ayene
harabiyyeti tahakkuk ile kesf ve misaha olindukda tilen yigirmi ve arzen on bes ve kadden
on zirda ‘ oldig: tebeyyiin itmis oldigindan bahsle vaz -1 kadim ve hey et-i asliyyesi lizre
ta ‘mir ve termimine ruhsati havi emr-i serifim sudurt ba-i lam reca ve istid ‘a kihnmis ve
mukteza-y1 ser ‘iyyesi bi’l-fi il Seyhtilislam ve Miifti’i'l-enam olan Mekkizade a ‘lemii l-
‘ulemai’l-miitebahhirin efzalii'l-fuzala’i'I-[mtiteserri in] mevlana Mustafa Asim edame
llahu te ‘ala feza'iluhudan lede l-istifta bir beldede vak:‘ kenise-i kadime harab oldukda
erbabi heyet-i asliyyesine nesne ziyade itmeksizin vaz -1 kadimi lizre ser ‘an ta ‘mire kadir
olurlar mi el-Cevab Olurlar, diyii bir kit ‘a fetva-y: serifle] virilmis olmakdan nasi mesag-
ser -i serif oldigi lizre ta ‘mirine ruhsat-1 seniyye-i miilukanem bi-dirig kilinarak ol babda
hatt-1 htimaytun-1 merahim-ntimun-1 padisahanem sahife-pira-y1 sudir olmagla mantik-i
minifi ve virilen fetva-y serife muktezasi oldigi ti[zre] ‘amel olinmak fermanim olmagin
ruhsati havi isbu emr-i serifim isdar ve tesyar ohnmisdur imdi kilisa-y1 mezbturun tulen ve
‘arzen ve kadden ve viis ‘aten vaz -1 kadim ve hey et-i asliyyesini bir karis ve bir parmak
tecaviiz itmemek sartiyla ber-vech-i mesag ser i serif|e] ta ‘mirine miisa ‘ade-i ‘aliyyem
erzan kilindigi ve bu vesile ile vaz -1 kadiminden ziyade nesne ihdasina ira’et-i ruhsat
olinmak ve bir giine tama ‘ ve irtikaba diisilerek zzmninda re ‘ayadan bir akge ve bir habbe
ahz ve tahsil kihnmak lazim geliir ise miitecasir olanlar mazhar-1 muahaze ve ‘itab [ola-
caklarindan] siibhe olmadigt siz ki na’ib ve a ‘yan ve sa’ir mama ileyhimsiz ma lumuriuz
oldikda aria gére ‘amel ve harekete ihtimam ve dikkat ve hilafindan tehasi ve mticanebet

eylemeritiz babinda ferman-i1 ‘ali-sanum sadir olmisdur buyurdum ki vusul buldukda bu
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babda vech-i mesruh [lizre] seref-yafte-i sudur olan ferman-i vacibii l-ittiba ‘ ve lazimti’l-
imtisalimiii mazmun-1 ita ‘at-makruantyla ‘amel ve hareket eyleyesiz séyle bilesiz ‘alamet-
i serife i timad kilasiz Tahriran fi evasiti sehri Rebi U l-ahir sene hamsin ve mi eteyn ve elf
[11-20 Rebi Ui 'I-ahir 1250/ 26.8.1834]

be-makam-1 Kostantiniyye

Translation

[Tugra of Mahmud II] Mahmud Khan son of Abdulhamid, the eternal victor

To the exemplar of knowledge of the sacred law, Mevlana [...], regent of judge’s office of
Veria - may his wisdom increase -, to the excellent and brilliant primates and state
officials and to anyone involved in this affair - may their wisdom increase - the following
be known as soon as my imperial letter arrives: In the monastery of Prodromos, which
belongs administratively to the kaza of Veria, there is an orthodox church with one door
known as the church of Agios Ioannis Prodromos. With the passage of time, because the
walls and the roof of the church were crumbling, a request and request for repair was
made by the Christians of the aforementioned village, and after an on-site inspection
and survey, according to a forensic opinion, an imperial order was requested to send an
imperial order to issue a permit for repair and restoration according to the actual form
and the old plan, which is 20 cubits long, 15 cubits wide and 10 cubits high and in
accordance with the holy law the approval was sought from the illustrious, honored,
exemplar of knowledge of the holy law, the Seyhiilislam Mekkizade Mevlana, Mustafa
Asim, - may Allah increase his virtue and wisdom -, who was asked whether the holy
law permits the construction of a church, which is dilapidated, according to the actual
plan and as it was before without making a new addition. He said that it was permitted
and he issued a holy fetva and in order to issue the imperial permission to make the
repairs, the fetva was sent to the Sultan so that he could act to issue the imperial order.
A high order was issued to me, authorizing the repair of the aforesaid church according
to the sacred law, on condition that there be no variation and that it be repaired

according to the original plan and as it was of old as to length, width, and height but
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you, regent of judge’s office and prelates and the rest of you, take care that nothing be
done against the law and take your precautions and act accordingly and do not be
suspicious of those who will consider or show greed when there is a need to obtain even
a grain, even a little money from Christians falling into abuse and greed because of the
establishment of the church by the old law. I order that: You act according to your
powers as soon as this present and excellent ferman, issued in the manner aforesaid for
this case, arrives. Be aware of the above and place your trust in my imperial emblem. It

was written in the middle of the month of August in the year 1834 in Istanbul.
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Facsimile
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