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Context

The construction of the complex of Sultan Ahmet I (1603-1617) began in 1609 and the
monumental mosque, the centrepiece of the complex, was opened for worship in 1616."
However, it was inaugurated on 9 June 1617.”

Documents reflecting the allocation of funds for the maintenance, repair and
expenses of the staff of this grandiose complex provide important details. Records in two
contemporary ledgers reveal that the revenues of the complex and the mosque included
taxes levied on those who produced and sold alcoholic beverages such as raki and wine.
One of these ledgers is the accounting register published here?, and the other is a survey
showing the results of the census of the non-Muslim population who migrated to and
settled in the part of the Galata district roughly along the European side of the
Bosphorus.*

The published ledger below shows that the taxes paid to the imperial treasury
(miri) by the liquor producers in various neighbourhoods of Istanbul were allocated to
the Pious Foundation of Sultan Ahmet I (1603-1617). The producers were composed of
people from Talanda (Talanta/Atalanti) and Atine/Eyne (Athens) origin, who had been
exiled from Egriboz (Euboua/Khalkis) and settled in Istanbul.> According to sources, it

is known that between 2,500 and 15,000 Christians from Egriboz were exiled to Istanbul

Ahmet Vefa Cobanoglu, “Sultan Ahmed Camii ve Kiilliyesi”, Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi
(=DIA), XXXVII (2009): 498.

Mustafa Bilge, “Sultan Ahmet Camii ve Kiilliyesinin Agilig Merasimi”, Antik¢ag'dan XXI. Yiizyila
Biiyiik Istanbul Tarihi, V111, (Istanbul, 2015): 231.

3 BOA.TS.MA.d., 5533.

BOA.TS.MA.d., 1321. This census register reflects the transactions between 1613 and 1619. It describes
the registration of non-muslim people (re ‘@ya) in the settlements on the Bosphorus shore of the
Galata district and the recording of their taxes as revenue for Sultan Ahmet I's foundation. This
includes the taxes collected from wine producers. These important records will be published as an
appendix to my forthcoming article on the Galata district and analysed together with the data from
the register published here.

Both places were in Egriboz (now Euboia or Khalkis). Atine was also written that allowed Eyne,
Egine and Ejine to be read: Kaynaklariyla Osmanli Cografyast Yer Adlart Sézliidii, (Istanbul: Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanligi Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanlig1 2020): 66, 155, 435. See also on Egriboz
and the place names: Evangelia Balta, Rural and Urban Population in the Sancak of Euripos in the
Early 16th Century, (Athens: Hetaireia Euvoikon Spoudon, 1992).
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after the Ottoman conquest of the island in 1470.° How many of them were settled inside
the city and how many outside is not specified by the sources. However, since they are
recorded as scattered re ‘aya, it is possible to say that they left the neighbourhoods where
they initially settled in the city. It is impossible to determine how long they were
involved in the production and sale of spirits (raki and wine). The presence of boilers
(kazgan=imbik) in the document indicates the production of raki. Therefore, both wine
and raki were produced and sold. At the beginning of the document, it is noted that the
shops and boilers are described as taverns (meyhane). Therefore, it can be argued that
both production and sale were carried out in the workplaces where the boilers and the
shops are mentioned together.

Some of the taverns and shops can be identified as being located in the same
locations as the Byzantine wineries documented in the 1455 survey of istanbul. However,
it is difficult to determine whether the same taverns continued to operate during the
Ottoman period after the conquest (1453). In the 1455 survey, almost all of the taverns
from the Byzantine period are noted as idle.” Therefore, the 1455 survey should be
evaluated not only as a record of the settlement and reconstruction of Istanbul after 1453,
but also as a source providing an in situ view of the city at the time of the conquest. In
the 1455 survey, the active taverns identified were located not in Istanbul but in Galata.®
However, it is clear from the ledger published here that in the 160 years following the
conquest, an increasing number of taverns were opened in Istanbul. Moreover, it goes
without saying that the number of taverns must have been higher than in the published
document, since it only includes those associated with the foundation of Sultan Ahmet

L.

6 Machiel Kiel, “Egriboz”, DIA, X (1994): 491; Halil Inalcik, “The Policy of Mehmed II toward the Greek
Population of istanbul and the Byzantine Buildings of the City”, Dumbarton Oaks Papers, 23/24
(1969(1970): 238. . . ‘

Halil Inalcik, The Survey of Istanbul 1455, (Istanbul: Tirkiye Is Bankasi Press 2012): 68, 71-72, 76-77,
79-81, 83-86.

Feridun Emecen, “i455 Tarihli Istanbul Tahrir Defterinin Kayip Sayfalar1”, Osmanh
Arastirmalari/The Journal of Ottoman Studies, LVI (2020): 307-309.
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According to this document, the taxes of 71 taverns or shops and 28 boilers
(kazgan) were allocated to Sultan Ahmet I's endowment. The exact figures are 77 taverns
or shops, and the 31 boilers; but the revenues of g taverns and 3 boilers were not included
in the general total. After deducting the share of the wine inspector (hamr emini), the
revenue collected for the foundation reached 390,000 akge/aspers. It should be noted
that the taxes on wine, raki and taverns made up a considerable part of the revenues of
Sultan Ahmet I's foundation, which also received income from taverns outside of
Istanbul.® For this reason, during periods of the absolute prohibition of wine, the
Foundation’s income could be in deficit. For instance, the prohibition of wine during the
reign of Mehmet IV (1648-1687) serves as a strong example of this. As a result of this
prohibition, the foundation, which could not collect revenue from alcoholic beverages
and taverns in the Galata district, suffered a deficit of 2,400,000 ak¢e (48 purses/kese)

between 1669 and 1673 (1080-1083)."

Transcription

Htive

‘An mahstl-i riisumat-1 miriye-yi rtiz-1 hizir-1 meyhaneha-yi re ‘aya-y: perakende-i Talanda
ve Eyne/Atine ‘an evkaf-1 cami™i serif-i cedid-i hazret-i sultan Ahmed han hullidet
hilafetiht ila yevmi’l-mizan ‘an vacib-i sene erba ‘a ve ‘igrin ve elf. [7 Rebiti’l-ahir | 1024 /

[6 May:s] 1615.

He

An account of the Ruz-i Hizir installment of the revenue from the taverns of the scattered
subjects of Talanda and Eyne/Atine (Athens) in Istanbul, which was allocated to the
foundation of Sultan Ahmet Han’s new mosque and had previously been paid to the

imperial treasury, [7 Rebiti’l-ahir] 1024/ 6 May 1615.

9 BOA.TS.MA.. 1321
©  BOA.TK.GM.d., 2208, v.48b.
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‘An sakinan-1 Balik Bazari/From the Residents of
Balik Pazar1 [Mod. Balik Pazar].

Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers

bab/Taverns-

Number of

shops
Kosta veled-i" Manol 2 1 12000
Yani v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yorgi v. Movi - 1 4000
Alaksandire [v.] Vasil 1 1 - [Unwritten value] ‘
Kostandin v. Dimitri 1 - 4000
Anastas v. Yani 2 - 8000
Iskerlet v. Kosta 1 1 8000
Manol v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yani v. Dimo 1 2 12000
Kosta v. Yani 1 4000
Yorgi v. Ilya 1 1 8000
Yorgi v. Nikola 1 1 8000
Manol v. Todori - 1 4000
Yani v. Dimo - 1 - [Unwritten value] ‘
Manol v. Yorgi - 1 4000
Yorgi v. Nikola 2 1 - [Unwritten value] ‘
Panayot v. Yani - 1 4000
Laskari v. Mendeli 1 - 4000

Yektin/Sum 16 13 02.000
‘An sakinan-1 Cebe ‘Ali / From the residents of Cebe
‘Ali [Mod. Cibali].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
llya v. Yani 1 1 8000
Yani v. Dimo 1 - 4000
Sekolor? v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
[stani v. Yani 1 - 4000
Dimitri v. Poliharvi 1 1 8000
Todori v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yektin/Sum 6 2 32.000

n

Veled-i = child of/son of.
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‘An sakinan-1 Bab-1 Eba Eyyub-1 Ensari/From the

residents of Eba Eyyub-1 Ensari Gate.

Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Nikola v. Yorgi 1 1 8000
Nikola v. Yani 1 1 8000
Yekiin/Sum 2 2 16.000
‘An sakinan-1 Bab-1 Yahudi/From the Residents of
the Bab-1 Yahudi [Mod.Yahudi Kapi/Jewish Gate].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Yani v. Dimo 1 - 4000
Pavlo v. Yani 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 2 - 8000
‘An sakinan-1 Fenar/From the Fenar residents.
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Manol v. Dimitri 1 - 4000
Manol v. Dimitri 1 - 4000
Laskari v. Dimitri 2 - 8000
Yorgi v. Manol 2 - - Reft be mahalle-
yi Cingane/He
moved to the
Cingene
neighbourhood.
Kiryaki v. Kosta 1 - - Reft be mahalle-
yi Sarmasik/He
moved to the
Sarmasik
neighbourhood.
Yani v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 8 - 20.000
‘An sakinan-1 mahalle-yi Nev/ From the residents of
New Neighbourhood.
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers

bab/Taverns-
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Number of
shops
Dimo v. Manol 1 - 4000
Kirko v. Giika 1 - 4000
Dimitri v. Dime 1 - 4000
Panaya v. Giika 1 - 4000
Istefan v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yorgi v. Nikola 1 - 4000
Yorgi v. Seraf 1 - - [Unwritten value] |
Yekiin/Sum 7 - 24.000
‘An sakinan-1 Bab-1 Kum/From the residents of Bab-1
Kum [Mod. Kumkapai].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Dimitri v. Yorgi 2 - 8000
Kosta v. Dimitri 3 - 12000
Yorgi v. Todori 1 - 4000
Kiro v. Istanko 1 4000
Yani v. Istimad 2 1 12000
Kostandin v. Yani 2 1 12000
Kirko v. Istanko - 1 4000
Yektin/Sum 11 3 56.000
‘An sakinan-1 Kapan-1 Dakik/From the residents of
Kapan-1 Dakik [Mod. Unkapani].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Yani v. Mihal 1 - 4000
Yorgi v. Dimo 1 1 8000
Istanos v. Yani - 1 4000
Mihal v. istani 2 - 8000
Yani v. Istimad 1 1 8000
Yektin/Sum 5 3 32.000
‘An sakinan-1 mahalle-yi Cingane/ From the
residents of Cingane neighbourhood.
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
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Todori v. 1 - 4000
[yazilmamig/unwritten]
Yorgi v. Manol 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 2 - 8000
‘An sakinan-1 Tahte’l-kal ‘a/ From the residents of
Tahte’l-kal‘a [Mod. Tahtakale].
Dtikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Andon v. Pandili 1 1 8000
Yekiin/Sum 1 1 8000
‘An sakinan-1 Bab-1 Edirne/ From the residents of
Bab-1 Edirne [Mod. Edirnekapi].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Agosti v. Maco 1 - 4000
Dimo v. Giika 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 2 - 8000
‘An sakinan-1 mahalle-yi Sarmasik / From the
residents of Sarmasik neighbourhood.
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Kiryaki v. Kosta 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 1 - 4000
‘An sakinan-1 Langa/ From the residents of Langa
[Mod. Langa].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
page 2 Number of
shops
Zaharya v. Yani 1 - 4000
Yorgi v. Dimo 1 - 4000
Lasgari v. Dimitri 1 - 4000
Yekiun/Sum 3 - 12.000

‘An sakinan-1 mahalle-yi Kiremid der nezd-i
Balat/From the residents of the Kiremid
neighbourhood near Balat [Balat].
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Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Simo v. Yani 1 - 4000
Yekiin/Sum 1 - 4000
‘An sakinan-1 mahalle-yi Kireg¢ (‘an)” der nezd-i
mezbure/ From the residents of the Kireg
neighbourhood in the above-mentioned place
[Balat].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akge/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Dimitri v. Miko 1 1 8000
Yekiin/Sum 1 1 8000

Cem ‘an/Total: Diikkan-bab/Taverns-Numbers of shops: 62, kazgan/boilers: 21

Akge/Aspers: 332,000.

85

‘An re ‘aya-y1 perakende-i Eyne/Atine/ From the scattered people of Eyne/Atine

[Mod. Athens].

Birun-1 Bab-1 Yahudi/Outside of the
Bab-1 Yahudi neighbourhood.

Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Panayot v. 1 1 8000
Istimad
Der Bab-1 Kum/ In Bab-1 Kum [Mod.
Kumkapi].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Yani v. Dimitri - 1 4000

Ayakapi].

Der Bab-1 Aya/ In Bab-1 Aya [Mod.

12

The preceding word is “of/from” (‘an), but the meaning suggests a scribal error.
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Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Ilya v. Mihal 1 1 8000 hustis-1 Mustafa
aga emin-i
hamr/ The
share of
Mustafa Agha,
the
superintendent
of wine 4000
hustis-1 Ishak
el-muhzir/The
share of bailiff
Ishak
4000
Der Bab-1 mezbur/ In the above-
mentioned neighbourhood [Mod.
Ayakapi]
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Dimitri 1 - 4000 husts-1 Mustafa
v.Toma aga emin-i
hamr/ The
share of
Mustafa Agha,
the
superintendent
of wine 2000
hustis-1 Ishak
el-muhzir/The
share of bailiff
Ishak
2000
Dahi Bab-1 Yahudi / This is also at the
Bab-1 Yahudi/ Jewish Gate [Mod.
Yahudi Kapi].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers

bab/Taverns-
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Number of
shops
Kiro v. Nikola 1 - 4000
Der Bab-1 Kum/ In Bab-1 Kum [Mod.
Kumkapa].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Manol v. 1 - 4000
Nikola
Aleksi v. Toma - 2 8000
Der Bab-1 mezbur/ In the above-
mentioned neighbourhood [Mod.
Kumkapi]
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Andoryav. - 1 4000
Yorgi
Manol v. Yorgi 1 - 4000
Yani v. - 1 4000
Kabasakal
Yorgi v. 1 - 4000
Dimitri
Der Bab-1 Cebe ‘Ali /In the Gate of
Cebe ‘Ali neighbourhood [Mod.
Cibali].
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Nikola v. Yani 1 - 4000
Der Balik [Bazari?]?
Diikkan- kazgan/boiler | Akce/Aspers
bab/Taverns-
Number of
shops
Yorgi v. Kosta 1 - 4000
Yektun /Sum 9 7 58000

An unreadable word.

87
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In total: 64,000 ak¢e/aspers

husts-1 Mustafa aga/The share of Mustafa Agha: 6000

el-baki husts-1 [vakf] / remaining share of the foundation (= Balance): 58,000.
(Cem’i-1) Cem 'an/Final total: Diikkan-bab/Taverns-Number of shops: 71-
kazgan/boilers: 28

Grand total: 396,000 akge/aspers

husts-1 Mustafa aga emin-i hamr / The share of Mustafa Agha, the superintendent of
wine 6000."

el-Baki/Balance: 390,000 ak¢e/aspers.

1 In fact, six thousand aspers (akce) were also allocated to Ishak, the bailiff, but his share was not

included in the final account.
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